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oN OWEN, D.D. 


SOMETIME 1 
Vice-Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford. 
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Joan Own, D. D. 


R. Jonn Owzs, derives his pedigree from 
Lewis Owen of Kwyn, near Dollegelle, Eſq; 
who was born to about 3001. per annum, and ' 
lineally deſcended (according to Lewis Dynn's book) 
from a younger ſon of Kewelyn ap Gwrgan, prince 
of Glamorgan, lord of Cardiffe, this being the laſt 
family of the five regal tribes of Wales. This gen- 
tleman was vice-chamberlain, and baron of the ex- 
chequer in north Wales, about the middle of the reign 
of Henry the eighth; and continued fo through the 
reigns of Edward the ſixth and queen Mary, till the 
eighth year of queen Elizabeth, in great credit and au- 
may, 3 AS appears by their letters to him, and John 

2 Wynn 


A book of records relating to the anfiquities of Wales. 
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8 and ſervice, died in a Sao old age. 


MEMOIRS of the 
Wynn ap Meredith, of Guedir, eſq; (in whoſe family 


thoſe letters are kept) who jointly imployed their power 

in apprehending felons and outlaws, of whom there 

Was a great number in thoſe parts during the wars be- 
twixt the houſes of Vork and Lancaſter. This Lewis 


Owen was high- ſheriff of the county of Merioneth ; 
and being obliged to attend Montgomery aſſizes, he 
went, and at the ſame time treated with the lord of 


5 Monthrey for his daughter, in marriage with John 


his eldeſt ſon; but in his return fell among ſome out- 
laws, being ſeveral brothers, called the Gwillied co- 
chion,” i. e. the red robbers,” at a place called 


Diigoed, near Mowthwy, and was ſhot through the 
head with an arrow, A plain croſs was erected to 


the baron's memory, upon the place where he was 
murdered: there are now no remains of this croſs to 
be ſeen, only the gate, which the aſſaſſins had blocked 


up to obſtruct his paſſage, is to this day called © Lli- 


diart croes y baron,” i. e. © the gate of baron's croſs.” 


Griffith, the fifth ſon of this gentleman, had a daugh- 
ter named Suſan, who was married to Humphery of the 


ſame family in another line. This Humphery had fif- 


teen ſons, and the youngeſt, whoſe name was Henry, 
was father to JohN Owen, the ſubject of our hiſtory. 
This Henry was bred a ſcholar, and, having paſt thro? 
his academical ſtudies at Oxford, was after ſome time 
choſen miniſter at Stadham in that county; and recx- 
oned a ftrit puritan, for his more than ordinary zeal 


in thoſe early days of reformation. , He married, had 
feveral children, and, after many years of reputation 


Jonw 


Lars of Dr. OWEN: l 


Joun was his ſecond ſon, born at Stadham, in 16 16. | 
He had ſuch an extraordinary genius, and made ſo 
quick a proficiency i in his ſtudies at ſchool, that he was 
very early ripe for the univerſity; being admitted into 
Queen's college at about twelve years of age, and when 
he was but nineteen, commenced maſter of arts, 1635, 
He purſued his ſtudies with incredible diligence, allow- 
ing himſelf for ſeveral years, not above four hours ſleep 
in a night; ſo that he ſoon had made a conſiderable 
progreſs. in learning. Sometimes he would, for the 
benefit of his health, uſe ſome recreations, but chiefly 
ſuch as were violent and robuſt, as leaping, throwing 
the bar, ringing of bells, and ſuch like exerciſes, | 


While he continued in the college, his whole aim and 


ambition was to raiſe himſelf to ſome eminence in 
church or ſtate, to either of which he was then indif- 
ferent, It was his own acknowledgment Tince, con- 
cerning himſelf, that being naturally of an aſpiring 
mind, affecting popular applauſe, and very deſirous of 
honour and preferment, he applied himſelf very cloſe 
to his ſtudies, to accompliſh theſe ends he had ſo much 
in view; and he was ready to confeſs with ſhame and 
| ſorrow, that then the honour of God, or ſerving his 
country, otherwiſe than he might thereby ſerve him- 
ſelf, were moſt remote from his intentions. Thus we 
may ſee and admire the wiſdom of Divine Providence, 
that did over-rule his natural genius and inclination, 
for the laying in ſuch a ſtock of learning, which was 
afterwards: conſecrated to the ſervice of the church of 
Jod; though he himſelf then deſigned nothing leſs. 
His hay having a large family, could not afford him 
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any conſiderable maintenance at the univerſity, but he 
' Was liberally ſupply'd by an uncle, one of his father's 
brothers, a gentleman of a fair eſtate in Wales; who 
: having no children of his own, deſigned to have made 
him his heir. He lived in the college till he was 
| Uwenty-one years of age; from which time he met with 
extraordinary changes, which through the unſearch- 
able wiſdom of God, turned to his great advantage, 
and made way for his future advancement, and emi- 
nent uſefulneſs. 


No there opens a furprizing ſcene, though at firſt 


. very dark and gloomy, yet afterwards bright and plea- 
fant; and when we obſerve the ſeveral ſteps of the 


divine conduct through this remarkable part of his life, 


wherein the great change upon his foul was begun, and 

carried on by the Holy Spirit, through the amazing 

ſteps of melancholy and temptation ; we may well con- 
5 clude, that by an admirable variety of wiſdom and 


grace, he was fitting for ſome eminent ſervice; as in- 


deed he afterwards proved one of the moſt uſeful in- 
2 and brighteſt ornaments in the church of 


" Abbot this time doctor and archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury, and chancellor of Oxford, impoſ:d ſeveral ſu- 


perſtitious rites on the univerſity, upon pain of expul- 
fion, Mr. OweNn had then received ſuch light, that 


his conſcience would not ſubmit to thoſe impoſitions ; 
| however, temporal intereſt might plead for his com- 
pliance, yet other more weighty conſiderations of a 
_ religious nature prevailed ; for now God was forming 
impreſſions of grace upon his foul, which inen him 


with 
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with a zeal for the purity of his worſhip, and refor- 


mation in the church. This change of his judgment 
oon diſcovered itſelf upon this occaſion, and was ob- 2 


ſerved by his friends, who theteupon foxſook him, as 
one infected with Puritaniſm; and upon the whole, he 


was become ſo much the object of reſentment from the 


Laudenſian party, that he was forced to leave the col- 


lege. We muſt remember, that about this time, he 
was alſo exerciſed with many perplexing thoughts about 


his ſpiritual ſtate; which joined with outward diſcou- 
ragements, threw him into a deep melancholy, that 


continued in its extremity for a quarter of a year; 


during which time he avoided almoſt all manner of 


converſe, and very hardly could be induced to ſpeakya 


word; and when he did ſpeak, it was with ſuch dif 


order as rendered him a wonder to many. Though hes 


diſtreſs. and melancholy did not abide in that violence, 


yet he was held under very great trouble of mind, and | 
grievous temptations for a long time, and it was near 


five years before he attained to a ſettled peace; in 
' which ſpace the all-wiſe God, who deſigned him for 
ſuch eminent ſervice, was perfecting his converſion, 


and at laſt brought forth judgment unto victory. His 


very great troubles and diſtreſſes of ſoul were ſucceeded 

with a great degree of laſting ſerenity and joy, which 
more than eee his paſt ſorrows and difficul- 
ties * 

When the wars in Depſund broke out, wean 

the parliament's cauſe, which his uncle, who had 
maintained him at the college, being a zealous royaliſt, 


o vehemently reſented, that he turned him at once out 
F 4 of 
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any conliderable maintenance at the uidvetthy, dut he 
Was liberally ſupply'd by an uncle, one of his fathes 
brothers, a gentleman of a fair eſtate in Wales; who 
| having no children of his own, deſigned to have made 
him his heir. He lived in the college till he was 
twenty-one years of age ; from which time he met with 


extraordinary changes, which through the unſearch- 


ble wiſdom of God, turned to his great advantages 


and made way for his future advancement, and emi- 
nent uſefulneſs, 


Now there opens a furprizing ſcene, though at firſt | 


very dark and gloomy, yet afterwards bright and plea- 


fant; and when we obſerve the ſeveral ſteps of the 


divine conduct through this remarkable part of his life, 
wherein the great change upon his foul was begun, and 
carried on by the Holy Spirit, through the amazing 
ſteps of melancholy and temptation ; we may well con- 
clude, that by an admirable variety of wiſdom and 
grace, he was fitting for ſome eminent ſervice; as in- 
deed he afterwards proved one of the moſt uſeful in- 


firuments, and 8 85 ornaments in the church of 
God. 

About this & time doctor Land, archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, and chancellor of Oxford, impoſ:d ſeveral ſu- 


perſtitious rites on the univerſity, upon pain of expul- 


ſion. Mr. Owx had then received ſuch light, that 
his conſcience would not ſubmit to thoſe impoſitions; 
However, temporal interet might plead for his com- 
pliance, yet other more weighty conſiderations of a 
religious nature prevailed ; for now God was forming, 


impreſſions of grace upon his foul, which infpired him 


with 
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with a zeal for the purity. of his worſhip, and-refor= 
mation in the church. This change of his judgment 
ſoon diſcovered itſeif upon this occaſion, and was ob- 
ſerved by his friends, who theteupon forſook him, as 
one infected with Puritaniſm; and upon the whole, he | 
was become ſo much the object of reſentment from the _ | 
Laudenſian party, that he was forced to leave the col- 
lege. We muſt remember, that about this time, he 
was alſo exerciſed with many perplexing thoughts about 
his ſpiritual ſtate; which joined with outward diſcbu- 
ragements, threw him into a deep melancholy, that 
continued in its extremity for a quarter of a year; 
during which time he avoided almoſt all manner of 
_ converſe, and very hardly could be induced to ſpeakya 


| word; and when he did ſpeak, it was with ſuch diſ-— 
order as rendered him a wonder to many. Though hs 


.diſtreſs.and melancholy did not abide in that violence, 
| yet he was held under very great trouble of mind, and + 
| grievous temptations for a long time, and it was near 
five years before he attained to a ſettled peace; in 
which ſpace the all-wiſe God, who deſigned him for 
ſuch eminent ſervice, was perfecting his converſion, 
and at laſt brought forth judgment unto victory. His 
very great troubles and diſtreſſes of ſoul were ſucceeded 
with a great degree of laſting ſerenity and joy, which 
more than SORE his paſt ſorrows and difficul- 
ties. F 
When the wars in England broke out, anne 
the parliament's cauſe, which his uncle, who had 
maintained him at the college, being a zealous royaliſt, 
o vehemently reſented, that be turned him at onde out 
| of 
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_. Memoirs of the 
of his favour, ſettled his eſtate upon another, and died | 
without leaving him any thing. He lived then as 
chaplain with a perſon of honour, who, though he 
was for the king, uſed him with great civility; but he 
going at laſt to the king's army, Mr. Owen left his 


-  *Houſe, and came up to London: he took lodgings in 


- Charterhouſe-Yard, where he was a perfect ſtranget. 


At this place we muſt. confider him as not yet free 


from his melancholy and ſpiritual troubles ; but now 


wie may obſerve the wonderful method God took to 


work a perfect cure on his mind, and eaſe him of all 


© his fears and ſorrows: and it was thus. He wentone | 


Lord's day with Mr. Owe, a couſin of his, to Alder- 
manbury church, with expectation of hearing Mr. Ca- 


"amy. He waited for his coming up into the pulpit, 


but at length it was known that Mr. Calamy was pre- 


vented by ſome extraordinary occaſion; upon which 


ſolved to abide there, though his couſin would fain 
© haye perſuaded him to go and hear Mr. Jackſon, 


then an eminent preacher in the city; it not being 


certain whether there would be any perſon to ſupply 


Mr. Calamy's place. Mr. Owex' being well ſeated, 
and too much indiſpoſed for any farther walk, he re- 


| ſolved after ſome ſtay, if no preacher came, to go to 


his lodgings. At laſt there came up a country mini- 
ſter to the pulpit, a ſtranger not only to Mr. Qwex, 
but to the pariſh ; who having prayed fervently, took 
for his text theſe words, Why are ye fearful, O ye 


of little faith >?” * _ ee 5 the words 


ſurpriaed 
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Apa Mr. OwEN, upon which he ſecretly put up a 
prayer, that God would pleaſe by him, to ſpeak to his 
condition; and his prayer was heard; for in that ſer- 
mon the miniſter was directed to anſwer. thoſe very _ 
objections, which Mr. Owen had commonly formed _ 
againſt himſelf; and though he had formerly given 
the ſame anſwers to himſelf. without any effect, yet 
now the time was come when God deſigned to ſpeak _ 
peace to his ſoul; and this ſermon (though otherwiſe 
a plain familiar diſcourſe) was bleſt for the removing 
of all his doubts, and laid the foundation of that folid 
peace and comfort, which he afterwards enjoyed as 
long as he lived. It is very remarkable that Mr. 
Owrx could never come to the knowledge of this 
miniſter, though he made the moſt diligent enquiry. 
After ſuch an account of this great work of God up- 
on him, it is worth our while to ſtand and admire 
the gracious conduct of divine wiſdom, in preparing 


him thus for that eminent ſervice in the church, where- _ | 


in he ſhined ſo bright to the end of his days. Here 


Was a rich treaſure of experience inlaid, which fur- 


miſhed him with a very great capacity of inſtructing | 


others, and of giving proper advice and comfort to 


ſouls under ſpiritual diſtreſs, and of publiſhing to the 
fallen race of Adam, the riches of the glory of that 


myſtery, contained in the goſpel; and how much he 


excelled in all the parts of his miniſterial office, his | 


various works do ſufficiently proclaim. We cannot f 


but obſerve farther, that by theſe uncommon diſtreſſes, 


and very deep humiliations he paſſed through, his natu- | 


ral vanity, 2 and ambition of which he complained, were 
„ | effeCtually 
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effectually brought down, and a happy turn given to 
his mind, that inclined him to lay aſide all affectation 


of the pomp of human learning, and to preach the 


goſpel in all plainneſs and ſimplicity, which is the pe- 


culiar excellency of an evangelical miniſter. Now the 
cure was effected on his ſoul, his bodily health alſo 


was reſtored, which had been impaired by his deep 


melancholy ; 3 though, till then, he ſearce knew what 


ſiekneſs was, being of a ſtrong conſtitution. 
Duting his abode at the-Charter-houſe he wrote his 


bock, called, A Diſplay of Arminianiſm;“ which 


met with ſuch an acceptation, as made way for his ad- 


vancement. It came out in 1642, a very ſeaſonable 
time, when thoſe errors had ſpread themſelves very 
much in this nation; ſo that the bock was the more 
taken notice of, and highly approved by many. He 
dedicates it to the right honourable the lords and 
gentlemen of the committee for religion, to whom he 


cComplains, How injurious theſe Arminian tenets are 
4 


to the ſovereign dominion of the great God over the 
hearts of men; and ſhews how juſtice and religion 
are the main columns of any ſtate ; how neceſſary in 


< their conjunction truth and peace are to make the 
Whole happy; for an agreement without truth, is 


no peace, but a covenant with death, a conſpiracy 


* againſt the kingdom of Chriſt,” He ſays farther, 


40 
This I have heard, that it was affirmed on know- 


* edge in a former parliament, that the introduction 


„of Arminianiſm amongſt us, was the iflue of a Spa- 

< niſh confultation. Tt is a ſtrange ſtory that learned 

4 TZanchius tells us, how upon the death of the cardi- 
„ nat. 
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Lies of Dr. OWEN. lh 
d& malt of Lotrain, there was found in his ſtudy a note 
« of the names of divers German divines and mini- 
ce ters, being Lutherans, to whom was paid an annual! 
. penſion by the aſſignment of the cardinal, that they - 
* might take pains to oppofe the Calvinifts, and fo 
« by cheriſhing diſſention, reduce the people again to 
«« Popery. And in his preface he gives us the rea- 
ſons of his undertaking: Since theſe dangerous 
c errors had taken fuch a ſpread among us, that it 
«© was high time to oppoſe this innovation :” and what 
is the main defign and method of this treatiſe, he de- 
clares in the firſt chapter. Through the whole per- 
formance he has acquitted himſelf as a champion of 
truth, cutting in pieces the finews of Artninianiſm, and 
- eſtabliſhing the pure goſpel- doctrine with great force of 
argument. There were ſome conſiderable perſons Who 
had a juſt ſenſe of the value of this work, and did not 
fail to give real and particular marks of their reſpect to 
ſo learned an author. For ſoon after the publiſhing of 
it, the committee for purging che church of ſcandalous _ 
miniſters, paid ſuch a regard to it, that Mr. White, 
chairman of that committee, ſent a ſpecial meſſenger 5 
to Mr. Owen, to preſent him to the living of Ford- 
ham in Eſſex; which offer he the more chearfully eme | 
braced, as it gave him an opportunity for the ſtated _ 
exerciſe of his miniſtry : he went thither to the great 
ſatisfaction, not only of that pariſh, but of the country | 
round about. He continued at this place about a 
year and half, where his preaching was ſo acceptable, 
that people reſorted to his miniſtry from other pariſhes ; 
2nd great was the ſucceſs of his labours in the refor- 


mation 


/ 
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mation and "ct of many, through the hand of 
the Lord that was with him. Soon after he came to 
Fordham, he married a gentlewoman (whoſe name 


we know not) by whom he had ſeveral children, all 
which the Doctor outlived. In 1644 he publiſhed his 


diſcourſe, Of the duty of paſtors and people, in 


which he fates the proper work of paſtors, not to be 


invaded by the people; and allo the juſt liberties of 


the people, ſhewing what means may and ſhould be 
uſed by them (diſtinct from church-officers) for the in 
creaſing of divine knowledge in themſelves and others; 


and thus he ſecures to the ſacred calling of the mini- 


ſtry its ancient dignity, and to the church of God their 


Chriſtian liberty. 


Upon a report that the catered lacumbent of 


Fordham was dead, the patron, who had no kindneſs 


| _ for Mr. OwEN, preſented another to the living; where- 


upon the people at Coggeſhall, a market town about 


five miles from thence, earneſtly invited im to be 
their miniſter; and the earl of Warwick, the patron, 


' readily gave him the living; which favour of opening 


| 2 daäor for preaching the goſpel, in that place, he thank- 


fully acknowledged: for here he taught a more nume- 


rous and e congregation, ſeldom fewer than 


two thouſand; where he found the people generally ſo- 


ber, religious, and diſcreet: a very fervent affection 


was cultivated between miniſter and people, to their 


mutual joy and ſatisfaction; and here alſo he met with 


great ſucceſs in his miniſtry, and with the univerſa. 
approbation of the inhabitants, and of the e 
round about. 


Hicherto 


W 


1171 of Dr. OWEN. xlv 
Hitherto Mr. Owzw had followed the Preſbyterian 


way ; but he was put upon a more diligent enquiry 


into the nature of church government and diſcipline ; 
and it was no ſmall advantage to him, that he had ſuch 
intimate converſe with knowing and experienced Chriſ- 
tians. After a due ſearch and ſtudy upon this head, 
he was fully convinced that the congregational way 


was the moſt agreeable to the rule of the New Teſta- 


ment. His judgment in this matter has been printed, 
with the ſeveral. reaſons for it, in two Quarto's ©; 
which, if conſulted without impartiality, may give ta 
many a better opinion of this order of goſpel churches, 


and teach them not to flight or revile what they don't 


underſtand, Sevcral miniſters of the Preſbyterian de- 
nomination were diſſatified with this change of Mr. 


Owzn's judgment, and particularly Mr. Cawdry re- 
proached him very unhandſomely, to whom he gave a 
much more civil anſwer. He had formed a church at 


Coggeſhall upon theſe congregational principles, ac- 
cords to his own light, which continued long a 


flouriſhing church, and ſubſiſts in a good condition to 


— —— pp —c———r—;«—kr¹e. 


this very day. The worth of ſo great a man, fo emi. 


nent a light, could no longer be concealed ; his fame 
and reputation ſpread through both city and country. 
He was ſent for to preach before the parliament : 


this ſermon is entitled, A Viſion of Free Mercy, &c.” 
on Acts xvi. 11. April 29, 1646. He pleads for liberty 
of conſcience and moderation towards men of different 


 Perſuaſions, 


e An Enquiry into Evangeligal e 1681. — 


Nature of Goſpel Churches, 1689. 


. 1 1 22 
r eee 1 PE 
(9 „ 


- ig 
6 9 
7 


Ari nn Ie" 


the 


|  perſuaſions, &e. in an eſſay for the practice of church- 


government in the country, which he ſubjoins to that 
ſermon. In the year 1643 he publiſhed his book, en- 
tiled, ** Salus electorum, ſanguis Jeſu :” or, The 


„ Death of Death in the Death of Chriſt,” He de- 
_ dicated this book to Robert earl of Warwick, where 


he pays his tribute of thanks to his lordſhip for that 


_ privilege of opening the door for his preaching the 


goſpel at Coggeſhall; and, in his preface to the 
reader, he tells us, That this performance was the 


“ reſult of more than ſeven years ſerious enquiry into 


W the mind of God about theſe things, with a peruſal 
cc of all which he could attain, that the wit of men 


cc in former or later days hath publiſhed in oppoſition 
& to the truth.“ It is a noble undertaking carried 


on with all the vigour of argument and learning ; of 
which he himſelf was fo conſcious, that though the 
moſt modeſt and humble of all writers, yet he ſerupled 
not to delare, that He did not believe he ſhould live 
to ſee a ſolid anſwer given to it.” In this book he 


has entirely demoliſhed the doctrine of univerſal re. 
demption, and fully eſtabliſhed the ſatisfaction and me- 


Tits of Chriſt's blood, in the accompliſhment of God's 


eternal counſels for the ſalvation of the elect. There 
are atteſtations prefixed to this treatiſe by two reverend 
miniſters, Mr. Stanley Gower, and Mr, Richard By- 
field. 
Colcheſter was about this t time . and the 
lord Fairfax, general of the parliament's forces, quar- 
tering at Coggeſhall ſome days, he became acquainted 
there with Mr, Owen ; and likewiſe four commiſſioners 
| ſent 


© I 1 5 4 * 
N * 8 4 *<& 2 * we, © Ahabrs $44. 0 £ ws — — awe * 


affairs in that county, entered into a converſation with 


him. He preached two ſermons, the one at Colcheſter 
on a day of thankſgiving for the ſurrender thereof, and 


the other. at Rumford to the committee that had been 


impriſoned by the enemy, September 28, 1648, being 
a day of thankſgiving for their deliverance. Theſe two 
| ſermons are entitled, © Ebenezer, A Memorial of the 
“ Deliverance of Eſſex County and Committee; being 
ce an Expoſition on the firſt nine verſes of the third 
chapter of the prophecy of Habakkuk,” He was 
again required to preach before the houſe of commons, 
January 31, 1648-9, the very next day after the death | 
of king Charles: his text was, Jer. xv. 19, 20. the = 


management of which diſcourſe deſerves to be recorded 


as a perpetual monument of his great integrity. and 


wiſdom. He appeared before a numerous aſſembly; 
it was a critical juncture, and he was not ignorant of 
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che tempers of his principal hearers ; he was then a 


riſing man, and to juſlify the late action was the in- 
fallible road to preferment. But his diſcourſe was ſo 
modeſt and inoffenſive, that his friends could make no 


| Juſt exception, nor his enemies take an advantage of 
| his words another day. He was again ſent for by the 


| houſe to preach before them, April 19, 1649; his 
text was, Heb. xii. 26, 27. This ſermon is entitled, 


*© The ſhaking of heaven and earth.“ It gave them 


great ſatisfaction, and after this time he was frequently 
called to the like ſervice. In June following he preach- 
ed upon another public occaſion before the parliament 


and army a Chriſt's-Church, the city having given 


them 
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them an invitation to dinner at hea: but 


| uwe believe this ſermon was not printed. The next 


time of his preaching before them 'was on Februaryr 


C 28, 1649, when the officers of the army were alſo pre- 


ſent: he diſcourſed upon thoſe words, Rom. iv. 20. 


He ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God throughfun- 
e belief, &c. A very ſeaſonable ſubject it was, and 


well improved by Mr. Owen, for that extraordinary 


occaſion, being a day ſet apart for ſolemn humiliation 
and prayer throughout the nation : for the army was 


then intended for Ireland, to revenge the blood barba- 
rouſly ſhed in that kingdom. 
deſign, and not a little hazardous; the Iriſh being nu- 
merous, ſtrong, and well - fortiſied, having the command 
of the whole kingdom, Dublin, and a few places be- 


It was a very portant 


ſides, excepted. Lieutenant - general Cromwell was 


preſent, who had never heard Mr. OwEN preach be- 
fore, and was exttemely pleaſed with this diſcourſe. 
Mr. Owen deſigned to go to his charge at Coggeſhalt 
within two days after; but he thought himſelf obliged 
to wait on the lord general F airfax, with whom he 


became acquainted at the ſiege of Colcheſter. When 


be walted on his excellency, the ſervants told him, 


that he was ſo much indiſpoſed, that ſeveral perſons 


of quality had been refuſed any converſe with him; 


however, Mr. Owzn ſent. in his name, and deſired 
that his excellency might know, that he only came 


to tender his humble ſervice, and an acknowledgment 


of the many favours he had received from him.. In 
the mean time lieutenant - general Cromwell, with 
many officers, came in, and he ſpying Mr. Owe, 
came 
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came up duecly to him, and laid his hands on his 


ſhoulders in a familiar way, as though he had inti- 
m ately known him, ſaying, “ Sir, you are the perſon 


„ muſt be acquainted with:“ Mr. OwEN modeſtly 
returned, © That will be much more to my advantage 


c than yours: Mr. Cromwell replied, © We ſhall 
; « ſoon ſee that ;” and ſo, taking him by the hand, 


led him into the lord Fairfax's garden, and from this 


time contracted an intimate friendſhip with him, which 


continued unto his death. He acquainted Mr. Owzn 


with his intended expedition into Ireland, and deſired 


his company there to reſide in the college at Dublin; 


but he anſwered, the charge of the Lak at Cogge- 
| ſhall- would not permit him to comply with his requeſt; 


. Mr. Cromwell was not ſatisfied with the objection, | 
and would have no denial ; but at laſt from deſires he 
proceeded to commands, and reſolved he ſhould £03. 
at the ſame time telling him, that his younger brother 
(whom he dearly loved) was to go as ſtandard-bearer 


in the ſame army: he not only engaged his brother to 


church at Coggeſhall, to deſire leave that he might 
go with him to Ireland; which letter was read pub- 

lickly amongſt them, yet they were utterly unwilling 
to part with him on this occaſion ; but at length Mr. 
Cromwell told them plainly, he muſt and ſhould go. 
Mr, OwEN conſulted ſeveral miniſters about it, and 
they all agreed in their advice for his going : upon 


which he prepared for his journey, not with the army, 
but more privately, He arrived at Dublin, and took 
up his lodgings in the college, preaching there, and 


©  over-ſeeing 


— 
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ing. Here he ſtaid about half a year, and with lieu- | 


tenant-general Cromwell's leave, returned into Eng- 
land, and went to Coggeſhall, where he was joyfully 


received, He had ſcarce time to take breath there, 


being ſoon after called to preach at Whitehall, which 
order he obeyed. 


'In September 1650, general Cromwell required Mr. 


Own to go with him into Scotland; but he being, 
| averſe to this journey alſo, the general procured an 
order of parliament, which left no room for any ob- 


jections. He ſtaid at Edinburgh about half a year, and 


then returning into England, he went once more to : 


his people at Coggeſhall. There are two ſermons 


printed which he preached, the one at Berwick, and 
the other at Edinburgh, entitled, << The Branch of 


« the Lord, the Beauty of Zion, upon Iſa. Ivi. 7. 


& For my houſe ſhall be called a houſe of prayer fr 
ce all people.” He hoped, upon his return to Cogge- 
ſhall after this journey, to have ſpent the remainder 
of his days there; but God had prepared him other 


work : he muſt now leave his private ſervice of being 
overſeer to a congregation in the country, to preſide 


over a college in Oxford, and after that over the uni- 

i verſity there. The firſt intelligence he had of this 
matter was by one of the weekly news - papers at 
5 Coggeſball; where he read words to this effect: The 


& houſe taking into conſideration the worth and uſe- 


„ fulneſs of Mr. Johx Owen, ſtudent of Queen's- 
College, maſter of arts, has ordered that he be ſet- 


60 tled in the deanery of Chriſt s-Church in Oxford, 
3 in 
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tt in the room of; &c;” 3nd foon after he received a 
letter from the ptincipal ſtudents of that college, ſignify- 
ing their defire of his coming, and their great ſatisfaction 
in the choice the houſe had made of him to be their 
Dean. With the conſent of his church he went to 
Oxford, and ſertled there, in the year 1651, and in the 
following year he was chofen Vice-chancellor of that 
univerfity, and admitted September 26, 1652; in 
which office he continued ſucceffively five years. About 
this time alſo he was diplomated doctor of divinity, 

Here we muſt make a ſolemn pauſe, and admire a 
wonderful deſign of providence running through the 
| ſpace of ten y=ars, which had, by various ſteps, vanes 
him to ſo great a reputation in public offices; and this 
conduct will appear fill more remarkable, if we com- 
pare his preſent with his preceding circumſtances. 
This is the man that was, for his non- conformity, 
driven from the college, deſerted by his friends, diſ- 
appointed of a good eſtate, ſeized with deep melancholy, 

exerciſed with ſpiritual troubles, ſinking under bodily 
diſtempers, and grapling with other difficulties and 
hardſhips, now become Dean of Chriſt's-Church, and 
Vice- chancellor of that univerſity, which for conſcience 
| ike he had been forced to quit. It would be an in- 
_ excuſable defect in this hiſtory, not to take notice of 
that ſingular prudence, with which the Doctor (for ſo 
we a now call him) managed this honourable truſt, 
He took care to reſtrain the looſe, to encourage the 
ſober and pious, to prefer men of learning and induſtry; 
and under bis adminiſtration it was viſible, that the 
whole body of that univerſity was reduced into good 

8 order, 
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order, and flouriſhed with a number of excellent 
ſcholars, and perſons of diſtinguiſhing piety. When 
men are advanced to places of power and authority, 
they often, diſcover a magiſterial air, and ſeverity of 
temper towards inferiors, and generally incline to be 
partial 1 in the diſtribution of their favours ; but we find 


a very different temper and carriage in the Doctor, 
while he ſat in this chair of honour: among the ſeveral 


inſtances of his moderation, ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and 
withal of bis wiſdom and gravity, which adorned him 
in the diſcharge of his office, we may take theſe few. 
It ; is well known that then the Preſbyterian way was 
generally embraced and practiſed, and the perſons with 
whom he moſt of all converſed in the univerſity, were 
of that judgment : the Vice-chancellor has a power of 
diſpoſing of ſeveral vacant livings, and at that time 
there were many ſuch; and thoſe that fell into his 
|| 
MÞ hands he generally gave to Preſbyterians: nor was he 
erer wanting to oblige even the Epiſcopal party, whom 
he ſuffered to meet quietly, about three hundred every | 
Lord's-day, .over-againſt his own door, where they 
celebrated divine ſervice according to the liturgy of the 
church of England ; and though he was often urged 
to it, yet he would never give them the leaſt diſtur- 
bance ; and if at any time they met with oppoſition 
or trouble on that account, it was from other hands, 
and always againſt his. mind. 
| This me e and goodneſs of temper in the 
|| exerciſe of power, gained him the love and reſpect of 
the moſt; yet we muſt obſerve alſo, that he would not 
ſuffer authority to be lighted, when there was occaſion 
8 a to 
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to aſſet it; of which we may take the following! in- 
ſtance. At an act, when one of Trinity-College was 
Terræ: filius; before he began, the Doctor ſtood up, 
and in Latin told him, he ſhould have liberty to ſay 
what he pleaſed, provided he would avoid profaneneſs 
and obſcenity, and not go into any perſonal reflections. 
The Terræ: filius begun, and in a little time tranſgreſſed 
in all the fore - going particulars; upon "which the 
Doctor did ſeveral times deſire him to forbear thoſe 


tmings that reflected ſuch diſhonour on the univerſity; ; [7 


but notwithſtanding he went on in the fame manner : 
at length the Doctor ſeeing him obſtinate, ſent his 
| beadles to pull him down; upon which, the ſcholars 
interpoſed, and would not fuffer them to come near” 
him: then the Doctor reſolved to pull him down him- 
ſelf; his friends diſſuaded him for fear the ſcholars 
| ſhould do him ſome miſchief ; but he replied, © I will 
© not ſee authority thus trampled on;ꝰ and hereupon 
| he pulled him down, and ſent him to Bocardo; the 
ſcholars ſtanding at a diſtance amazed to ſee his courage 
and reſolution. At another time in Lent, as he was 
hearing the ſcholars diſputing for their degrees; he 
took ſpecial notice of one of Queen's-College, who 
was then but poor, but ſince has made a very con- 
ſiderable figure in the world: he diſputed very accurate- 


ly, and diſcovered a more than ordinary ſhare of parts 


and learning: the Doctor was very much pleaſed with 
him, and making enquiry, he underſtood his circum- 
ſtances were mean, and gave him forty ſhillings to en- 
courage him in his ſtudies; and this gentleman did 
ever after acknowledge the Doctor's kindneſs to him 
c 3 at 


1 en of the 
13 * at that time. Thus we ſee, that while ne 
' the laoſe and diforderly, he failed not to ſhew kindneſt 
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to the ſober and ingenious. He was hoſpitable in his 
houſe, generous in his favours, charitable to the poor, 


| eſpecially to poor ſcholars ; ſame of whom he took into 


his family, and maintained them at his own charge, 
giving them academical education: particularly, one 
time à poor ſcholar came, and ſent him an epiſtle in 


Latin, which the Doctor read, and perceiving a more 
than ordinary ſharpneſs of wit in it, he ſent for him 
in, and aſked him if he wrote that letter: he affirmed 
he did; «© Well (ſaid the Doctor) go into the next 

„ raom, and write me another as good, and I will 


** not be wanting to encourage you; which he did 


to the Doctor's great ſatisfaction; whereupon he took 
him into his houſe to teach his children; and aſter- 
Wards he became an excellent ſchool- maſter, and bred | 
up ſeveral good ſcholars. 


Thus we have given a ſhort view of the Doctors 


11 government while Vice- chancellor; which took up a 
great part of his time, together with other avocations 


which daily attended him in that Ration : yet, not- 


Moraes all, he redeemed time for his ſtudies; 


preaching every other Lord*s-day at St. Mary's, and 


— at Stadham, and other places in the country; 
and moreover he wrote ſome excellent books, of which 
we ſhall take notice in their order. In the year 1654, 


he publiſhed his book of The Saints Perſeverance,” 


| | in anſwer to Mr. John Goadwin's b book, beg Redemp- 


“ tion redeemed.” It is a maſter-piece of its kind, 


full of cloſe and ſtrong reaſoning; ; whereby he has ener- 


vated 
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vated all the ſubtile arguments, and anſwered all the 
objections of the adverſary, confirming the truth by 
the force of ſeripture- evidence; and in the whole has 
given the world an example of a rare Chriſtian temper 
in the management of controverſy. Hi is preface gives 


1 
us an account of the entertainment this doctrine has 1 
had in all ages; ; what acceptance or oppoſition it has | 1 


found among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, down to 


the time when he wrote: there is a great variety in 


this preface very uſeful, but chiefly calculated for the | 
learned world. In the entrance of the book he tells 1 


us his own thoughts of the importance of this truth; 
which is at all times great, but eſpecially in theſe days 
{lays he) “ 4 wherein the wretched practices of many 
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4 in their lives, and the induſtrious attempts of others 
< in their teachings, for the ſubverting and caſting it 
«© down from its excellency, and that place it has long 
held in the churches of Chriſt, and hearts of all 
« the ſaints of God, have rendered the conſideration 
« of it at this time neceſſary :” and he adds, „ In 
particular the late ſtudious endeavours of a learned 
man in his treatiſe, entitled, Redemption redeemed, 

c to deſpoil the ſpouſe of Chriſt of this moſt glorious 


a 


pearl, wherewith her beloved has adorned her, — 1 


“ for a particular conſideration.” DR. 
In 1655, he publiſhed his book,“ Vindiciæ Evan- 


„ gelicæ: or, The Myſtery of the Goſpel vindicated, —. 


and Socinianiſm examined ;” which was chiefly de- 
figned againſt John Biddle, a Socinian, who had pub- 
liſhed two Socinian Catechiſms of the ſame nature with 
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the Racovian, written by Valentinus Smalcius ; which 
alſo the Doctor takes into examination, being willing 
to give a ſull confutation of Socinian errors. He tells 
| us, in his epiſtle dedicatory to the heads and governors 
Hof the colleges and halls in the univerſity of Oxford, 
[} hat complaint being made to the honourable council, 
they ſent for him, and required him to anſwer theſe 
Socinian Catechiſms ; that though fatigued with very 
great labours lately, particularly i in writing againſt the 
Arminians, about the perſeverance of the ſaints, he yet 
cChearfully purſued this performance: it is a work that 
may be juſtly eſteemed very accurate and elaborate, 
wherein he has cut the ſinews of the Socinian cauſe, 
and ſtabbed it to the heart. There is a large preface 
d the reader, wherein he gives a particular hiſtory 
pf the oppoſition that has been made to the doctrine 
| | of the Trinity, eſpecially of the deity of Chriſt, his 
IH perſon, and natures : he begins with Simon Magus, 
and his followers the Gnoſtics and Valentinians, who 
. wholly overthrowed the entire revelation of God and 
| | his will, the Lord Jeſus and the goſpel ; of the ſecond 
| rank he mentions Cerinthus, as the head, with judaiz- 
[ing Ebion, both denying expreſly the deity of Chriſt, 
aſſerting him to be a mere man: the moſt notorious 
patron of this madneſs was Paulus Samoſatenus, biſhop 
of Antioch, anno 273; and about fifty or ſixty years 
after him followed Photinus, biſhop of Sirmium, Ww ho 
carried on the oppoſition againſt the deity of Chriſt 
with great applauſe among that party. Then came 
on the deluge of Arianiſm, of which we have ſo large 
accounts in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. He obſerves, that 


the 


as — ” 
N 4 2 2 * * 1 22 < 
„ / — 4 — 4s 
- —— ren ———— — 2 — vL—̃— 5 ne. * 


* l 
I 3 2 


LIE of Dr OWEN. thi 
the Socinians refuſe communion with the Arians, and 
will not be called after their name; not that their pro- 


feſſion is better than theirs, but becauſe they are not 


willing to partake of the prejudices they juſtly lie under. 


| Theſe hereſies had, in a great meaſure, lain aſleep for 


| ſeveral ages; the devil having another game to play, by 
another method of oppoſition to the glory of Chriſt in 
his mediatory office, by the Roman Antichriſt: but 

when the appointed time of mercy was come, that 
God would viſit the people, and begin to unravel this 
myſtery of iniquity, by the reformation o happily be- 
gun and carried on from the year 1517, ſatan ſet on 


ſoot his firſt deſign of oppoſing the eternal Deity of 


the Son of God; ſtill remembering that the ruin of his 
kingdom aroſe from the God- head of Chriſt's perſon, N 

and the efficacy of his mediation. Servetus firſt ap- 

peared in open blaſphemy againſt the Son of God; but 


there ſoon aroſe a generation of men who carried on 


the oppoſition to the glory of his Deity with craft and 


virulence : their chief leaders were Italians, men of 


ſerpentine wits, Georgius Blandrata, Petrus Statorius, | 


| Franciſcus Liſmaninus, who had been eminent in pro- 


moting the reformation ; and in a few years this abo- 
| mination centered jn Socinus, who by learning, dili- 


gence, and craft, gave a vaſt ſpread to that hereſy. | It 
is worth our obſervation, what account the Doctor 
has in the preface given of the horrid prevarication, 
and vile diſſimulation of theſe heretics, in ſigning or- 
thodox confeſhons, and renouncing the oppoſite errors, 
while they meant no ſuch things; as afterwards ap- 
peared, He gives us the inſtance of Statorius, who 

was 
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| yas ſunimoned to a meeting of miniſters, upon | ah ic 
cuſation that he denyed that the Holy Spirit was to be 
invocated ; but he ſecured himſelf under the ſhelter of 
diſſimulation, ſubſcribing this confeſſion, viz. © I re- 
« ceive ahd reverence the prophetical and apoſtolical 
< doctrine, containing the true knowledge of God the 

% Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and freely profeſs, 

|  ©* that God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ought 
© tobe worſhipped with the fame religion, or worſhip, 


| © diſtincuys or reſpectively, and to be invocated ac 


“ cording to the truth of the holy ſcriptures: and 

& laſtly, L do plainly deteſt every heretical blaſphemy 
46 concerning God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
s whether it be Arian, Servetian, Eunomian, or 
< gtancarian.“ This confeſſion is to be ſeen in the 
acts of the convention at Pinkzove, anno 1559. 
Blandrata alſo, an eminent phyſician in Poland, was 
guilty of the like hypocriſy ; for being ſent . the 

ſame occaſion, as Statorius, to the meeting at Pink- 
zove, anno 1561, he ſubſcribed this confeſſion: I 
«© profeſs myſelf to believe in one God the Father, and 


e in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and in one Holy 


4 Ghoſt, whereof each is eſſentially God. I deteſt 
lc the plurality of gods, ſeeing to us there is one only 


4 God, indiviſible in eſſence. I confeſs three diſtinct 


« perſons, the eternal Deity and generation of Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt true and eternal God, 
< proceeding from them both.” But, though this 
man, by his diſſimulation, thus pil cenſure; and, 
by his cunning inſinuations, obtained high promotions, 
and heaped up Fon riches in the world ; z yet, even in 
this 


Lies f Dr. OW EN. 


this life, he eſcaped. not the avenging and of God! 1 5 


he was found at length with his neck broke in his 
bed]; none knows by what means. And Liſmaninus, 

the third perſon mentioned before, was accuſed of 
Arianiſm, at a convention at Morden, anno 1552, and 


| there acquitted by a teſtimonial. But, in the year 


1561, in another meeting at Wnodrilave, be was 


convicted of double- dealing, and after that wholly fell ; 


off to the Anti-trinitarians ; and at laſt drowned him- 


ſelf in a well. After the open breach in 1562, when 
tieſe Anti- trinitarians ſeparated themſelves from 
the reformed churches, Fauſtus Socinus buiit upon 


the foundation of his uncle Lzlius Socinus, having 


ſeized on all his papers, which he was about to pub- 


liſh, had not Divine Providence ſeaſonably prevented — 


it by his death: how Socinus carried on theſe pernici- 


obus herefies by an artful ſcheme, and by ſubtile me- 


thods, till he had gathered to himſelf, as the centre 


and head, the whole droves of Eſſentiators, Fritheites, 
Arians, and Sabellians, that ſwarmed in theſe times and 


places; how he publiſhed his book, De Jeſu Chriſto 
** Servatore,” anno 1594; what progreſs his pernici- 


dus errors obtained, with the particular advantages he 


had above many for the ſpreading of them; it is worth 
while to read over the account given at large by the 
Doctor in that preiace, We ſhall conclude this ex- 
tract with his obſervations concerning the way and 
method wherein theſe heretics proceeded for the diffu- 


ling of their poiſon; and this we do the rather, becauſe 
we may perceive how cloſe others, who in our days 


have eſpouſed or favoured the ſame errors, tread in 
their 
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K Mzuoras of the 
their ſteps... F irſt, At their firſt entrance upon their 


| undertaking they prevailed over ſome unwary men, by 
crying out that the terms trinity, perſon, eſſence, hy- 


poſtatical union, communication of properties, &c. 


were not found in the ſcripture, and therefore to be 
abandoned. They prevailed for a while on the churches 


of Tranſylvania to abſtain from the uſe of theſe words ; 


but they quickly perceived, that though the words were 
not of abſolute neceflity to expreſs the things them- 
ſelves to the minds of believers, yet they. were ſo to 
| 8 the truth from the oppoſition and craft of ſedu- 


Nay, Socinus himſelf does not only grant, but 


| 3 that in general this is not to be impoſed on 


men, that the doctrine they aſſert is contained in ſcrip- 
ture in ſo many words, ſeeing it ſufficeth that the thing 
pleaded for, be contained therein. The quotation out 
of Socinus to this purpoſe, is inſerted in the margin of 
the preface, p. 61. upon which the Doctor has made 
this juſt remark : This has made me (ſays he) a 
&« little marvel at the precipitate indigeſted concepti- 


ons of ſome, who, in the midft of the flames of 
« Socinianiſm kindling upon us, would tie us up to 
* a form of confeſſion, compoſed of the bare words 
of ſcripture in the order wherein they are placed. 


« Tf we profeſs to believe that Chriſt is God bleſſed 
& for ever, and the Socinians tell us, true; but he 


js a God by office, not by nature; is it not lawful 
for us to ſay, nay ; but he is God of the ſame na- 


& ture, ſubſtance, and eſſence with his Father? If 


„ ye ſhall fay, that Chriſt: is one with the Father, 


< and the Sabellians tell us, true; they are every way 


« one and in all reſpects, ſo that the whole Deity was 
„ incarnate ; is it not Jawful for us to tel] them, that 
l on though 
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ce though he be one in nature and eſſence with his 
« Father, yet he is diſtinct from him in perſon ?”. 
| Secondly, Another artifice they uſe in adyancing their 
notions, is to take upon themſelves the part of an- 
{werers, making cavils and objections, to avoid the ar- 
guments wherewith they are preſſed, but do not care 
to draw out their own ſentiments in plain aſſertions: u 
| this is their conſtant method, to fix wrong interpreta- 
tions on ſcriptures, and criticize upon words. Thirdly, . 
"Their greateſt triumphs are, in taking hold of what 
is uſually among men applied to finite, created beings, 
and applying it to the infinite, uncreated eſſence of 
God; but it is moſt abſurd and contrary to ſound rea- 
ſon, that God and man, the Creator and creature, 
ſzould be meaſured by the ſame rules, notions, and con- 
ceptions: and this one obſervation is ſufficient to arm 
us againſt all their profound diſputes about eſſence, 
perſonality, and the like, Fourthly, Their main cry 
runs againſt the uſual words wherein the doctrines they 
oppoſe are taught and delivered: they are not ſcrip- 
+: ture- expreſſions, &c.” they don't oppole the things 
themſelves ; but they think them not ſo necceſlary as 
ſome ſuppoſe. Having got ſome ground by this on the 
minds of men, great ſtreſs is immediately laid on this, 
that a man may be ſaved though he believe not the 
doctrine of the Trinity, the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, &c. 
provided he live holily, and yield obedience to the 
precepts of Chriſt; ſo that it is a mere madneſs and 
folly to break love and communion about ſuch differ- 
ences, By this engine (ſays the Doctor) I knew a 
choice ſociety of Chriſtians, through the cunning ſleights 
of one lying in wait to deceive, diſturbed, divided, 
woken, and in no ſmall on of it infected: if they 


once 


| bit MI NOIAS of the 
once get this advantage, and have thereby weakned 
the love and valuation of the truth with any, they 


generally, through the righteous judgment of God, 
giving up men of light and vain ſpirits to the imagina- 


tions of their own hearts, overthrow their faith, and 
lead them captive at their pleaſure. He tells us far- 


ther, that he might have diſtinctly inſiſted on their 
particular ways of inſinuating their abominations, of 


dme baits they lay, their devices, their high pretences 
to reaſon, and holineſs or honeſty in their lives, and 
alſo evinced that there are thouſands in the papacy, and 


1 among the reformed churches, who are baptized into 
' their vile opinions and infidelity, though for the 
love of their temporal enjoyments, which are better 


td them than. their religion, they profeſs it not. 


Finally, he ſhews how this perſuaſion of theirs has been 
| the great door whereby the flood of atheiſm is broken 
in upon the world; and fo he eoneludes with very ſca- 
ſonable cautions and advice to miniſters and ſtudents 
in divinity. It is neceſſary to obſerve, that the Doc- 
tor was well apprized of the Socinian arts, in pretend- 


ing to uſe barely the words of ſcripture, for the con- 


cealing of their unſound opinions, and dangerous 
errors; though he ſometimes has ſpoken in his writings 


| 35 againſt the abuſe of new coined words, upon which 


too great ſtreſs has been laid in,councils and ſynods in 
former ages; yet we may, ſee his judgment was, that 
it was neceſlary to. uſe. other words, than thoſe of ſcrip- 
ture ſyllabically, to expreſs the ſenſe of doctrines there- 
in contained: to which purpoſe we may take the fol- 
lowing paſlages out of his anſwer to Biddle. Mr. 
cc B. knows, 


B. knows, there is no one of the catechiſts whom he 
« ſo decries, but directs them whom he inſtructs to 


e the ſcriptures, and ſettles their faith on the word of 
„God alone; though they labour to help their faith 


by 


they are called,” p. 9. again, p. 17. If here» 


4 tics firſt begin to wreſt ſcripture expreſſions to a ſenſe 
„never received or contained in them; it is ſurely | 
« ]awful for them who are willing to contend for the 
« faith once delivered to the ſaints, to clear the mind 


« of God in his word, by expreſſions and terms ſuit- 
« able thereunto.” Farther he adds, p. 21. This 
alone makes me put a value upon any word or ex- 
c preſſion not i found in the ſcriptures ; namely, 


* my obſervation, That they are queſtioned and re- 
„ jeted by none, but ſuch as by their rejection, in- 


tend and aim at the removal of the truth itſelf.” 


Hitherto the eminent learning, prudence and piety of 


this great man, had diſplayed their luſtre in a public 
and honourable ſtation ; but the time was now come 


when he muſt retire to a more private capacity; where- 
in hae failed not to preferve and improve the ſame ex- 
cellent qualifications, and ſpread his uſefulneſs both 


trom the pulpit and the preſs, About this time he 


| - publiſhed that excellent book, entitled, © Communion 
| with God ;” of which we need ſay the leſs, ſince it 


has, for many years, recommended itſelf to the ſpiritual 


talte of ſerious and judicious chriſtians : and in it the 
2uthor has given ſufficient evidence, that he was him- 


ſelf very intimately acquainted with a life of commu- 
nion with God, He was vice-chancellor of the uni- 


yerlity, 


(c and underſtanding by opening it, whereunto alſa 
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"MDW Or x4 of the 
* till 16 575 when he gave place to doctor 


Conant; and in the year 1659, doctor Edward Rey- 
nolds, afterward biſhop of Norwich, ſucceeded him 
in the deanery of Chriſt's- Church: hor can we wonder 
at theſe changes that happened to a particular perſon, 


when ſo great alterations in the whole government 
were moving on, till _ iſſued | in the reſtoration of 


king Charles the ſecond. 


September 3, 1658, Oliver Cromwell died, and 


kis ſon Richard was made protector of the common- 


wealth, but did not long continue in that high ſtation : 


the officers of the army brought in the members of 


the old Parliament, who compelled him to reſign, 


| Theſe were turned out by Lambert, and a committee 


of ſafety erected: but they were ſoon after brought in 
again by general Monk, with the ſecluded members, 
who, when they met, voted for a new parliament to 


fit at Weſtminſter; and theſe were the inſtruments 


that brought in the king. We were obliged to take 


notice of theſe things; (though it is the Doctor's life, 


not the hiſtory of his times, which we are concerned 


about) becauſe he is ſuppoſed, by the intereſt he had 
in ſome officers of the army who met at Wallingford 
houſe (of which ſome few were members of his 


church) to have had a chief hand in the alteration of 
the government, which happened at that time. To 
his art of perſuaſion it ſeems this change was owing ; 
and it is inſinuated, that this was done out of party- 


zeal, or reſentment, becauſe his friends were not per- 
mitted to hold the reins in their own hand. This 


charge is brought againſt him in a book entitled, 
: 6 Reliquiz 


bie of Dr, OWEN. Inv ® 
Reliquiz Baxterianz *.” „ The army ſet up Ri- 
chard Cromwell, it ſeems, upon trial, reſolving to 
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uſe him as he behaved himſelf; and though they” 


ſwore fidelity to him, they meant to keep it no 
longer than he pleaſed them; and when they ſaw | | 


cc 


that he began to favour the ſober people of the _ 
to honour parliamerits, and to reſpect the miniſters 
whom they called Preſbyterians; they preſently re- 


ſolved to make him know his maſters, and it was 
they, and not he, that were called by God to be 
the chief protectors of the intereſt of the nation. 
He was not ſo formidable to them as his father was, 
and therefore every one boldly ſpurned at him. 
The fifth monarchy men followed ſir Henry Vane, 
and raiſed a violent and clamorous party againſt 
„him, among the ſectaries in the city i Rogers: and 
© Feak, and ſuch like firebands, preached them i into 


fury, and blew the coals; but Doctor Owen, and 


his affitants, did the main work: he gathered a 


x4 
; 

} „ 

* ” 


church at lieutenant-general Fleetwood's quarters, 


at Wallingford-houſe, conſiſting of the active offi- 


cers of che army. (This church-gathering has 


been the church-ſcattering project.) In this aſſem- 5 


bly it was determined, that Richard's parliament 
muſt be diſſolved, and then he quickly fell himſelf. 


© Again, part iii. p. 42. it is ſaid, that Doctor 
* Owen was the chief that headed the Independents 


in the army, with the greateſt height, confidence, 


and applauſe ; and that he was the great perſuader 
of Fleetwood, Deſborough, and the reſt of the 

5 „„ 
* Book I. part 1 P+ 101. 
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bevi e Mzmorns of the 
© officers of the army, who were his gathered church, 
* to compel Richard Cromwell to diſſolve his parlia- 


«, ment,” Mr. Baxter has not obliged the world, by 


produeing his vouchers for. it, which method, in the 


like inſtances, he calls flander f; and it ſeems ſtrange 
he ſhould fo eaſily forget what he himſelf delivers in 


| his © Chriſtian Directory 5” Every honeſt man's 


« word is not preſently to be believed; you muſt 


% know whether it be a thing that he ſaw, or is cer- 


<« tain of himſelf, or a thing which he taketh only 
«© upon report: what his evidence or proof is, &c.“ 


And among ſeveral rules Mr. Baxter gives in the afore- 
| aid book, this is one, viz.Involve not yourſelves 
„ in any faction, e or ſecular; ſo full of hor- 


« rid, impudent lies are the writings of many ſects, 
againſt thoſe who were their chief oppoſers ; that! 
{till admoniſh all poſterity to ſee good evidence for 


K 


K 5 


es jt, before they believe the hard fayings of any fac- 


<« tious hiſtorian or divine, againſt thoſe that are againſt 


his party: it is only men of eminent conſcience, 
& candor, and veracity, and impartiality, who are to 


4e be believed in their bad report of others; except 


“ where notoriety or very good evidence FOR com- 


45 mand belief above their own authority or veracity.” 


It is pity Mr. Baxter did not publiſh this account in 


the Doctor's life-time, for then doubtleſs he would 


have ſet the matter in a juſt light; but ſince it is other- 


wiſe, we muſt take leave to obſerve, that hiſtorians, 


on whoſe credit we receive an account of the tranſac- 


tions 


n. his Apology, P. 113, 8 P. 132, Chriſtian 
Directory. 3 


rok. of. Dr. WIN. iin 


tions of thoſe times, are ſülent as to this matter; par- 
ticularly Whitlock in his impartial memoirs (as Mr. 
Baxter himſelf calls them 5) ſays nothing of it; and 
it may, be party-zeal (to ſpeak the beſt of it) might 
carry that reverend author beyond his evidence; but 
to all ſuch intimations we ſhall ſubjoin the Doctor's 
on vindication of himſelf ; which, conſidering his 
known character in the worlds will (we hope) obtain 
credit beyond unatteſted aſſertions to the contrary; It 
ſeems the popiſh author of a book entitled, Fiat 
lux,” had charged the Doctor with having had a 


hand in the late troubles in the nation, and affirmed 


(they are his own words) “ That he was part of that 
<« diſmal tempeſt which overbore all before it, not only 
church and ſtate, but reaſon, right, honeſty, all 
< true religion, and even good nature too.“ To 
this the Doctor replies, with juſt reflections, on the 
author's deſperate malice, and vindicates himſelf in 
theſe. words, * viz. 4 To deliver you, if it may be, 
© ſrom the like miſcarriages for the future ; let me in- 
„form you, that the author of the e e e is 
da perſon that never had a hand in, nor gave con- 
ſent to the railing of any war in theſe nations, nor 
+ to any political alteration in them; no, not to any 
one that was amongſt us during our revolutions ;_ 
but he acknowledges that he lived and ated under 
them, the things wherein he thought his duty con- 
* fiſted ; and challenges all men to charge him with 
doing the leaſt perſonal injury to any man; ptofeſ- 


ö 5 


©6 


h Penitent Confeſt p. % Vindic. of his Ani- 
madverſions on Fiat lux, p. 10. K P. 


in 5 Mzmoirs of the 
« ing himſelf ready to give ſatisfaction to any one 
** that can juſtly claim it.” We have alſo another 


vin 


teſtimony of his own innocence in this matter, in his 
anſwer to that ſlanderous book, whereof one Vernon, 


a high church clergyman in Glouceſterſhire, was the 


author; which libel was anſwered by Sir Thomas 
Overbury, and by the Doctor diſtinctly. 
the ſame charge againſt the Doctor, as Mr. Baxter 


has done; and what does the Doctor reply? „Of 
ce the ſame nature (ſays he) is what he affirms, p. 18. 

of his libel, of my being the inſtrument in the 
„ruin of Richard Cromwell; with whoſe ſetting up, 
« and pulling down, I had no more to do than him- 
„ ſelf; and the ſame anſwer muſt be returned again, 
(as to the friar) * Mentitur impudentiflims.” To 
all this we may add the teſtimony of the reverend Mr. 


James Forbes, of Glouceſter, in a letter to a miniſter | 
now living in London, wherein he_ writes thus: 


There is yet a worthy miniſter alive,, who can bear 
e witneſs, that Doctor OWEN was againſt the pulling | 


e down of Richard Cromwell; for there came a perſon 


to him with this requeſt ;” you muſt preach for Dr. 


ſp * OweEN ſuch a day in the chapel at Whitehall; for 
ce he is ſick, and is not able to preach ; and the cauſe - 


c of his preſent illneſs, is his diſſatisfaction at what 
ce they are doing at Wallingford-houſe, with reſpect 
« to the protector. This miniſter is my intimate 
00 friend and acquaintance; and this he gave me un- 
« der his hand.” Having ſet this matter in this juſt 
light, we doubt not, but every impartial reader will 
think the Doctor is ſuſliciently vindicated from a charge 

| that 


He brings 


LIE of Dr. OWEN. Ixix | 41 
that was z not ſupported by any evidence, and * | {1 
not to have the leaſt foundation. 

October 1658. Whereas it was thought i 73 
by the churches of Chriſt, which were of the congre- 


gational way, to draw up a confeſſion of their faith and 
order, there met at the Savoy about two hundred paſtors 


and meſſengers of churches for that purpoſe: fora 


more particular account of the reaſons which moved 
them to enter upon this work, the method of their 
management, the entire daes, and univerſal accord, 
among ſo many perſons concerned in it, without hav- 
ing held any correſpondence together, or prepared con- 
Fultation z together with ſeveral other obſervable cir- 


cumſtances relating to it, we refer the reader to that 


large preface in the quarto edition of this conſeſſion. 
Nor is it our deſign to ſay any thing concerning this 
joint declaration of their faith, beſides what is neceſſary 


for the vindicating of Dr. Owen's memory from an 


unjuſt aſperſion Mr. Richard Baxter has caſt upon 
him; or rather, as one would think, on the ſynod itſelf, 
with relation to it. A full vindication of the Doctor 


in this point, we have in writing under the hands of 


two eminent divines, who were members of that ve- 
nerable aſſembly, and were thoroughly acquainted with 
the whole proceeding. Mr. Baxter in his book, en- 
titled, © Catholick Communion defended,” written 
againſt a manuſcript paper of Dr. Owen's, after the 
Doctor's death, printed by Mr. Thomas Parkhurſt, 
1684, has the following paſſage in it, concerning the 
compolers of the Savoy - confeſſion, p. 8. part v. of 
| that book. © The Independents gathered a ſynod at 
** the Savoy, and there, among their doctrinals or ar- 
* ticles of faith, laid down two points expreſly con- 
d 3 * trary 


ow, o 
* 
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« trary to n (I.) That it is not faith, but 
ec Chriſt's righteouſneſs that we are juſlißed by; where- 
s as it is both, and the ſeripture often fays the con. 
8 trary. (2.) That Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed, is 
Ts our fole righteouſneſs ; whereas the ſcripture does 
ec many hundred times name alſo our inherent righte- 
e ouſneſs, I aſked ſome yet living why they conſent- 
F theſe, and did not rather expound the ſcrip- 
1 55 ture, than deny it? and they ſaid, It was Dr. 
« OwEy's s doing.“ Thus far Mr. rale In anſwer 
1 1 which, Mr. Griffith, F worthy miniſter, whoſe me- 
b mory is precious among the churches of Chriſt, gave 
[7 -: the following declaration but a few weeks before his 
| death, under his own hand; which original Paper is 
now in our cuſtody 3 and is here tranſcribed. 


- | 2 ͤ ib ee ener rior rn met tn rg ern et — warns 
. 
£ $ 


41 do declare, upon my own certain — - 
te having been a member of the Savoy meeting, and 
«6 thoroughly acquainted with all. matters, of moment 
that paſſed in it, from firſt to laſt, that what Mr. 
. 16 Baxter here ſays about the two aforeſaid articles be- 
73 ing put into the Savoy confeſſion by Dr. Owex's 
«6 e is altogether falſe; and that whoever made 
es this report to him, has Sine a great injury to that 
| v6 9 wherein nothing was laid down as any 
S 44 part of their conſeſſion, which was not firſt de- 
$ bated, duly weighed, approved, and agreed to by 
“ all, and more eſpecially in the great and important 
$* doctrine of juſtification. 1 thought it my duty to 
$ leave this atteſtation under my hand, to clear the 
$6 aforeſaid meeting of worthy miniſters, and faithful 
de brethren, from ſuch a foul aſperſion, and unjuſt 


| hrs | 60 & accuſation, 


Lies of Dr. OWEN. „ 


« accuſation, as Mr. Baxter, from the desde in- 
formation of others, lays them under; and this ! 
do with the greateſt regard to truth, as one daily 
ce expecting my change, and to ſtand before my judge; 
and therefore, I hope, under no temptation to fa- 
* your any party or PO of men through ſinful . 
| 60 Fertility. | 
G. GRIFFITH” 


Me have alſo an original letter of Mr. James Forbes 
of Glouceſter, written ſeveral years ago to a minifter 
now living in London, about the ſame ſubject; which 
gives us not only a full confutation of this charge, but 
alſo a particular account of that aſſembly and their 
proceedings, which otherwiſe might have been buried 
in oblivion, Out of which take the following extract 


to our preſent purpoſe. * In general I do in the firſt 


place declare, with all the ſolemn ſeriouſneſs as the | 
caſe requires, that though I am now, through the 
0 goodneſs of God, turned of ſeventy, and in the days 
__ ** of my pilgrimage have had occaſion to be preſent 
V at ſeveral ſynods and meetings of miniſters and meſ- 
“ ſengers of churches, there was the moſt eminent pre- 


< ſence of the Lord with thoſe who were then aſſem- 1 


e bled, that ever I knew ſince I had a being; the like 


J never ſaw before, nor ſince, and I queſtion whe- 


* ther I ſhall ſee the like on this ſide glory: it was a 
© kind of heaven upon earth, I think, to all who were 
<« preſent. The great thing tranſacted by them, was 
the penning of that confeſſion. of faith, ſoon after 
4 inn and publiſned to the world, which the 

d 4 learned 


* 
$1 
4 
* 


4 learned Hoornbeck tranſlated into Latin. The 1 me _ 
„ thod taken by the aſſembly for the better expe- 
editing that buſineſs, was this: there was a com- 
“ mittee of ſuch as were judged moſt eminent, who 
were to draw up the heads of the confeſſion, viz. 
Dr. Thomas Goodwin, Mr. Philip Nye, Mr. Wil- 


: * : * 


mann of the 25 


« liam Bridge of Yarmouth, Dr. Own then of 


. « Oxford, Mr. Joſeph Caryl, Mr. William Greenhill: 


© while they were employed in this grand and impor- 


tant affair, the ſynod were employed in hearing 
cc and determining all caſes that came before them; 
“ wherein che variety both of the gifts and graces of 
© the Holy Ghoſt did conſpicuouſly ſhine in great 


< brightneſs and glory. The particular heads of the 


| 6 confeſſion, conſidered and agreed upon by the com- 
% mittee, were every day brought i in to the afſembly, 
„ and read by Mr. George Griffith, ſcribe to the 
« ſynod; ſuch rare elaborate ſpeeches my ears never 
“ heard before nor ſince : all along, from firſt to laſt, 
ke there was a moſt ſweet harmony, both of hearts and 

“ judgments, amongſt them: Mr. How, then chap- 


3 lain to Richard the protector, ſat with them. We 


e had ſome days of prayer kept from morning to 
© night; when one had prayed” (I ſpeak the truth, 

„ and lie not) I have thought no one could out - do 
that perſon, and fo in preaching; yet ordinarily they 
- $5 who ſucceeded did excel, if poſſible, thoſe who went 
e“ before. 


When that book, Reliquiz Baxterianz, 


6 came out, I read it, and met with ſome things which 
„did greatly offend me, becauſe I knew. them to be 
© contrary to truth. 


He —.— the world, the Inde- 
+ pendent; 


L1rz of Dr. OWEN. Ini 
<« pendents could not be brought to accomodate with 
<« the Preſbyterians ; but, to ſhew their own ſtrength 
« and numbers, they muſt needs meet in a ſynod by 
e themſelves; and publiſh a confeſſion of their faith. 
„ can ſafely and honeſtly witneſs, that the grand 
e thing deſigned by their coming together, was to let 
ce the Preſbyterians, and our little world here, know 
cc how much one they were with their brethren the 
* Preſbyterians z and, in order thereunto in matters of 
faith, they took up that which was their confeſſion, 
and made it theirs; that ſo it being manifeſt what- 
* ever difference there was, it was only in ſome 
minute diſciplinary points: therefore, for time to 
"66 come, they ſhould lay aſide all prejudices, heats, and 
C animoſities, that the things wherein they ageed 
being of far greater power to unite, than the things 
_ <© wherein they differed to diſ-unite them: in the things 
<« wherein they were agreed they ſhould walk together, 
<« and in the things wherein they differed they ſhould 
6 exerciſe a brotherly forbearance one towards ano- 
© ther, according to Phil. iii. 15. and Jam. iii. T7 
Mr. Baxter is pleaſed to ſay, that in the point of 
« juſtification they differ from other Proteſtants : 
«© whereupon I immediately had recourſe to the har. 
e mony of confeſſions, and conſulted. all, or moſt of. 
them; and I can calily make it be, that herein 
e he is greatly miſtaken.” 

But to return to the ſeries of our hiſtory: the Doctor 


had quitted his public ſtation at Oxford, and retired to 29 


Stadham, the place of his birth, in that county, where 
he was —— of a good cltate ; here he lived pri- 
| vately 
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that he was obliged to remove from place to place, and 
at laſt came to London. All Which time he was not 


00 Wo bn of a 


idle, but employed his talents like a faithful ſervant of 
Chriſt, in preaching as he had opportunity, and in 


f writing ſeveral valuable and uſeful books, to ſerve che 


common intereſt of religion and learning. 
In the year 1661, he publiſhed that elaborate and 


learned treatiſe, . Oyun, De Naturs, Ortu, Pro- 
e grelſy & Studio verz Theologiæ, which was af. 


terwards re-printed at Bremen in Germany, Concern- 
ing the nature and deſign of this book, we may take 


the account in his own. words: « Præmiſſis que no- | 
* men- de ejus ſtudio diſſertation. Prefat. ad finem, 
seln the former books of this treatiſe our defign (ſays 


< he) is to ſet forth the firſt riſe of true theology, te 
e progreſs it made in: ſeveral degrees of divine reve- 


4 lation, together with the defetion of many from 
d it and their errors, and alſo the change of the wor- 
+ $* ſhip of the church that had been cultivated accord- 


sing to the rule of that revelation ; with the mani- 


4 fold apoſtacy of the ſame church, and its gracious 
' <<. reformation, even down to the laſt and final re- 
4 jeQion of the Jewiſh church; and, through the 
„whole, we have obſerved the ſeries of the ſeveral 

c events, which we have diſpoſed into their fixed pro- 


per periods. In the purſuit of this deſign, many 


things moſt worthy of our conſideration did fre- 


% quently occur, eſpecially that famous reformation 
of the Jewiſh-church after the captivity by Ezra; 
upon which occaſion we found it neceſſary to diſ- 


£6 ' courſe 
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6 courſe of many things relating to the antiquities and 
<« rites of that church. Laſtly, we have attempted to 
cc explain the true evangelic theology; and there we ; 
«© have ſhewn from the ſcriptures themfelves what 
« jt is, and what is its diſtinct nature; who are fit and 
gc prepared for the ſtudy of it; who only may be ſaid 
to attain to it, and by what means; what are the 
e main obſtacles againſt it; together with the na- 1 
«© ture, inſtitution, and government of the church, 
which is founded upon it; and a diſſertation about 
the ſtudy of this theology concludes the whole work.“ 
From this account we may eaſily perceive that this is 
a work of no ſmall pains and time, containing a vaſt 
compaſs of reading, and variety of learning. The next 
year there came out a book, called, c Fiat lux,” written 
by John Vincent Lane, a Franciſcan friar ; wherein, 
under the pretence of recommending s derte and 
charity, he, with a great deal of ſubtilty, invites men 
over to the church of Rome, as the only infallible 
cure of all church-diviſions: two impreſſions of this 
book were printed off before the Doctor had ſeen it; at 
length it was ſent him by a perſon of honour, who de- 
fired him to write an anſwer to it; which he did in 
a very ſhort time: this anſwer bears the title of © Ani- 
<« madverſions on Fiat lux, by a Proteſtant ;? which, 
being generally accepted, made the friar very angry, 
fo that he publiſhed a ſheet or two by way of reply; 
which produced the Doctor's anſwer, entitled, A 
N indication of Animadverſions on Fiat lux,“ to 
which never any reply was given. There was ſome 
difficulty in obtaining a licence for this laſt book; when 
the 


% 


Ee 


* 
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| lexvi yi of. "OY 
the 8 who were appointed by act of panischen | 
'|- the principal licencers-of divinity-books, had examined 
it, they made two objections againſt it. (I.) That 

upon all occaſions, when he mentions the evangeliſts 
and apoſtles, even St. Peter himſelf, he left out the title 
of Saint. (2.) That he endeavours to prove, that it 
could not be determined that St. Peter was ever at 


0 Rome. To the firſt, the Doctor replied, that the title 
bol Evangeliſt, or Apoſtle, by which the ſcripture names 
them, was much more glorious than that of Saint ; for 

in that name all the people of God were alike honour- 
| ed; yet; to pleaſe them, he yielded to that addition: 
1 but, as to the other objections, he would by no means 
cCunſent to any alteration, unleſs they could prove him 
do be miſtaken in his aſſertion; and rather choſe his 
bock ſhould never ſee the light, than to expunge what 
he had written upon that ſubject: and, in all proba- 
' bility, it had never been printed, had not Sir Edward 
Nicholas, one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 
tate, who was informed of this matter, wrote to the 
© biſhop of London to licence it notwithſtanding this 
| objection. This book recommended him to the eſteem 
ol the lord chancellor Hyde, who, by Sir Bulſtrode 
ji Whitlock, ſent for him, and acknowledged the ſervice 

of his late books againſt © Fiat Jux ;” aſſuring him, 

| that he had deſerved the beſt of any Engliſh Proteſtant 
12 of late years; and that, for theſe performances, the 
; church was bound to own and advance him; and, at 

; the ſame time, he offered him preferment if he would 
\ 

accept it: the chancellor moreover told him, there was 
one thing | he much wondered at, that he, being fo 

E learned 
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learned a man, and fo well acquainted with church- — | 
hiſtory, ſhould embrace that novel opinion of indepen- | 
dency, for which, in his judgment, fo little could be | 
ſaid, The Doctor replied, that indeed he had fpent 
| ſome part of his time in reading over the hiſtory of 
the church, and made this offer to his lordſhip, if he 
pleaſed, to prove that this was that way of government 
which was practiſed in the church for ſeveral hundred 
years after Chriſt, againſt any biſhop he ſhould think fit 
to bring to a diſputation with him upon this ſubje&, 
« Say you fo, (ſaid the chancellor) then I am much 
„ miſtaken.” Other diſcourſes paſſed between them, 
particularly about liberty of conſcience : the lord chan- 
cellor aſked him, what he would defire with reſpect to 
liberty and forbearance in the matters of religion: to 
which the Doctor replied, that the liberty he deſired 
was for Proteſtants, who aſſented to the doctrine of the 
church of England, How the chancellor related this 
paſſage is not known; but, in all probability, from 
| hence was that calumny raiſed on the Doctor, as if he 
would have no other perſons permitted to live in Eng- 
land ; which he never ſaid, nor thought : yea, upon alt 
occaſions, he has conftantly declared it as his judg- 
ment, that no peaceable perſons, holding the founda- 
tion of the Chriſtian faith, ought by the rule of the 
{criptures, or right reaſon, to have any violence offered 
to them, for their profeſſion of religion, in the exerciſe 
of their conſciences towards God; and, though he had 
ſufficient reaſon at that time to make his propoſal for 
fuch Proteſtants, yet he did it not then, or at any 
_ time, with any deſign of ſeverity on others, nor would 
give 
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of any peaceable perſons for the profeſſion of their faith, 


and their worſhipping of God according to their con- 
| ſciences. But, notwithſtanding all the good ſervice he 
had done the church of England in his anſwers to 
4 Fiat lux,” he was ſtill perſecuted from place to place; 
' which perpetual trouble inclined him to think of leay- 


ing his native country, having received an invitation 


from his brethren in New-England to come thither ; 


and, in 1665, he made preparations for that voyage ; 


but the Providence of God diverted him from that 


| purpoſe: for now the dreadful plague was begun, which 


ſwept away above 100,000 ; and the lamentable fire 
broke out in our metropolis, that conſumed fo great a 


part of it. With theſe remarkable judgments did God 


viſit upon the nation their many ſins, among which 


we may reckon the penal laws that were proſecuted 
againſt their Proteſtant brethren; and this was ſo ob- 


vious and juſt an obſeryation, that the lord chancellor 
Hyde himſelf, ſaid, (when he was lying from England 
into France, being impeached by the houſe of com- 


mons, with whom he had joined with a great deal of 
' Vigour in thoſe ſeveral acts) that his „ affairs never 


oh proſpered after the Oxford act.“ The inhabitants 
of this land were ſtartled by theſe awakening judgments 


of God, fo that there was a ceſiation for ſome time 
from the perſecution of the laws againſt the diſſenters; 


and not long after his majeſty's tecleration of indul- 
gence to his Proteſtant diſlenting ſubjects came out, and 
licenſes were granted to all, that deſired them, for pub- 


lis aſſemblies, all penal laws * ſuſpended: upon 


this, 
2 


this, e of eee ee 


themſelves with hopes of ſucceſs at the next * | 
the parliament, and were not diſappointed. 

The Doctor, who had lived privately in Lendon 
for ſome years, went to viſit his old friends at Oxford, 
and to attend ſome affairs of his own eſtate not far 


from thence; but, notwithſtanding all his privacy, he 2 


was obſerved, and intelligence was given of the very 
houſe where he lay: upon which ſome troopers came 
and knocked at the door; the miſtreſs of the houſe 


came down, and boldly opened the door, aſking what | 


they would have? who thereupon inquired of her, 


whether ſhe had any lodgers in. her houſe ?- Inſtead of 


giving a direct anſwer to the queſtion, ſhe aſked, whe- 
ther they were ſeeking for Doctor Owen ? Yes, faid 
they ; ſhe told them, he went from my houſe this 
morning betimes. Then they immediately rid away: 
in the mean time the Doctor, who ſhe really thought 
had been gone (as he told her he intended) aroſe and 


went into a field near the houſe, whither he ordered 


his horſe to be brought, and fo rode away preſently to 
London. Freſh invitations were now given him to 
go to New-England, but he had too great a love for 
his native country, to quit it fo long as there was any 
opportunity of being ſerviceable here; whilſt the liber- 
ty continued, he was aſſiduous in preaching and it 
was no ſmall incouragement, that now the people who 
had been awaked by the ſeveral judgments that they 
had felt in ſo ſenſible a manner, and convinced of the 
peaceableneſs of the Nonconformiſts, of enemies now 
became cheir friends, and advocates; being ready to 
protect 


| | Doctor had opportunity of preaching publicly, and 


1 We have taken notice of ſome of the moſt conſidera- 


[7 vin Dole wn they uſed to deen Now the 


ſetting up a lecture, to which, many perſons of qua - 
ity and eminent citizens reſorted; and his time was 
filled up with other uſeful ſtudies, which produced ſe- 
veral valuable books, both learned and practical. 


dle, and intend to give an account of ſeveral others 
in their order, which _y deſerve a more particular 
obſervation.” 
In the year 1668, he publiſhed that excellent expo- 
fjition of the cxxx Plalm, which has had its praiſe in 
all the churches. It was calculated for the ſervice of 


poor diſtreſſed ſouls, in their depths of ſpiritual trouble; 


there he has treated largely of goſpel-forgiveneſs ; and 


in the whole he has with all plainneſs, yet with a moſt 


penetrating ſpiritual judgment, conſulted the relief of 

fſuch ſouls, who, of all perſons in the world, ſtand 

moſt in need of compaſſion ; and we ſhall only add, 
that it is a book that has been bleſt for the advantage 

and comfort of many, and ever grateful to the ſpiritual 
taſte of all good perſons, _ 

In this year alſo he gave another bleſſing to the 
church of God, in publiſhing the firſt one of his 
expoſition on the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and the three 
other followed in their order, the laſt coming out in 
1684. It is not eaſy for us to give a full account of 
the value and uſefulneſs of this work; it is filled witb 
a great variety of learning, particularly Rabbinical, 
which he has made ſerviceable to give light into the 
ſubject- matter chiefly treated of in this epiſtle; and 
Withal, he has taken care to adapt bis expoſition to 

che 
| 
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the ſervice of the faith and comfort 'of Chriſtians, and : 
to recommend the practice of the ſubſtantial duties of 
religion; ſo that it is hard to ſay, whether the ſcholar 
or the divine ſhine brighteſt, through this excellent 

work. He ſpeaks of it himſelf in theſe words. It 
6 is now ſundry years ſince I purpoſed in myſelf, if 
<« God gave life and opportunity, to endeavour, accord- 
ing to the meaſure of the gift received, an expoſition 
of the epiſtle to the Hebrews ; and, in the whole 
«& courſe of my ſtudies, have not been without ſome 
regard thereunto : but yet I muſt now ſay, that after 
| « all ſearching and reading, prayer and aſſiduous me- 
« ditation on the text have been my only reſort ; care- 4 
« fu] I have been, as of my life and foul, to bring o 11 
* prejudicate ſenſe to the words, to impoſe no mean- 
ing of my own, or other mens, upon them; nor to 1 
be impoſed on by the reaſonings, pretences, or u 
© riofities of any; but always went nakedly to the | 
« word itſelf, to learn humbly the mind of God in it. 
and to exprels it as he ſhall enable me.” The whole 
performance ſhews him to be an interpreter one among 
a thouſand. Beſides the expoſition itſelf, there are very 
learned and accurate exercitations, which ſerve to il- 
| lultrate many difficult parts of ſcripture, and to anſwer 
the deſign of the whole work. We ſhall only obſerve 
' farther, that here. the Doctor has enumerated all the- 
arguments, and anſwered all the main objections of the 
Socinians, overthrown entirely their whole ſcheme, and 
driven them out of the field; ſo that whoever reads 
this work needs ſcarce. any other for the ailing of 
their pernicious errors. 
About the ſitting of the parliament, W : 
1609, Mr. Samuel Parker wrote his diſcourſe - of 


e « Eccleſiaſtical 


cc 


cc 
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 baxxi MzuoiRSs of the 
c Eccleſiaſtical Polity; ; and the Power of the Crit 
60 Magiſtrate i in the Matters of Religion.“ It was firſt 
preached in the chapel at Lambeth, and afterwards 
printed by the archbiſhop of Canterbury's order. Up- 
on which the man was ſo puffed up with his own va- 
nity, as to ſay to the earl of Angleſea, Let us lee, 
1 * lord, whether any of your chaplains can anſwer 
« it,” Dr. OWEN undertook it, and gave ſuch an 
anſwer, as he could return no other reply to but rail. 
ing; and this performance advanced the Doctor's re- 
putation very much. Afterwards, that ingenious per- 
ſon, Mr. Andrew Marvell, wrote againſt Mr. Parker's 
book in a very witty ſatyrical way, which laid him flat 
on his back. There was nothing done this ſeſſion of 
parliament againſt the diſſenters; but, at their next 
meeting, they fell upon them with a great deal of fury, 
and drew up a ſeverer bill than ever, which with ſome 
difficulty was at length paſſed: when the bill was ſent 
up to the lords, and debates aroſe upon it, the Doctor 
was deſired to draw up ſome reaſons againſt it in the 
intended ſeverity of it: he did ſo, and it was laid before 
the lords by ſeveral eminent citizens and gentlemen of 
diſtinction : this paper is called, The State of the 
„ Kingdom, with reſpect to the preſent Bill againſt 
< Conventicles ;” but it did not prevail. The bill was. 
carried, and paſt ; into an act; all the hiſhops were for 
it but two, viz. Dr. Wilkins biſhop of Cheſter, and 
Pr. Rainbow biſhop of Carliſle ; whoſe names ought to 
be mentioned with honour for their great moderation. 
This was executed with ſeverity to the utter ruin of 
many perſons and families. 
His diſcourſe concerning the Holy Split, ok he 


publiſhed in 19 comes next under our particular 
obſervation ; 
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obſervation: It is a ſubje& very difficult to manage, 
« heing in itſelf abſtruſe and myſterious ; (as he himſelf 
« obſerves in the preface) aid, befides, the oppoſition 
«© to'it has been carried on with much ſcorn and pub- 
ce lic contenipt.” At that time the oppoſition to the 


Deity, and Petſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, and all his Mo 


operations with reſpect to the new creation, roſe to a 
very great height; and happy it was for the church of 
God, that this excellent perſbn was raiſed up, who was 
ſo well fitted to explain and defend this doctrine. He 
has told us in the preface, that he Knew not of any, 
that ever went before him in the deſign of repreſentin 
the whole con V of the Holy Spitit, with all his 
_ adjundts, operations, and effects: the neceſſity and im- 
 portance of treating thus fully of that ſubject is evident 
from the nature of it; for, in all' the diſpenſations of 
God towards his people, there is no good communi- 
cated to them, nothing of worth or excellency wrought | 
in them, but by the Holy Spirit. It is the Doctor's 
own obſervation, << That though the contradictions of _ 
“ ſome in former ages had been fierce and clamor- 
ous; yet all that has fallen out of that kind has been 
c exceeding ſhort of what is come to paſs in the days 
wherein we live. For not to mention the Socinians 
who have gathered into one head, or rather ulcerous 
© impoſthume, all the virulent oppoſitions to his Deity 
or grace by the Photinians, Macedonians, and Pe- 
« lagians of old; there are others, who profeſſing no 
* enmity to his divine perſon, yea admitting and own- 
ing the doctrine of the church concerning it, are 
* ready on all occaſions to deſpiſe and reproach 
e 2 | e 
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e the whole work, for which he is promiſed under the 
« Old Teſtament, and which is expreſly afligned to 
“ him in the New. Hence it is grown among many 
a matter of reproach and ſcorn for any one to make 

40 mention of his grace, or to profeſs that work of his 
as his; without which no man ſhall ſee God, if the 
6c ſcripture be a faithful teſtimony.” The Doctor adds, 
c To obviate thoſe evils, to vindicate the truth and reali- 
ce ty of divine ſpiritual operations in the church; to avow 
* what is believed and thought by them concerning 
c the Holy Spirit and his work, who are moſt charged 
c and reflected on for their profeſſion thereof, &c. and 
« to manifeſt in all inſtances, that what is aſcribed to 
„ him is not only conſiſtent with religion, but alſo 
e that without which religion cannot conſiſt, nor in 
cc the power of it be preſerved, is the principal deſign 
ce of theſe diſcourſes.” We cannot but obſerve fax- 
ther concerning this work, that this learned and judi- | 
cious perſon has not only fully vindicated the doctrine | 
of the Holy Spirit, and his operations, from the cavils | 

of adverſaries, and the contempt of prophane men; 

but he has ſuited his diſcourſe (as he tells us) to the 
edification of them that believe, and directed it to their 
furtherance in ſpiritual obedience and true holineſs : 
nor will it be improper or unſeaſonable to take notice 
of the fame deſign, and the ſame fort of objections and 
cavils againlt the myſteries of the goſpel, and the decp 
things of God, now advanced in our days ; for (as the 
Doctor there obſerves) one great exception againſt 
« the work of the Spirit in illumination, ſanctification, 

“ and ſpiritual gifts, Was, that thoſe Who plead for 

6 thoſe 


* thoſe operations of the Spirit are therein enemies to 
e reaſon, and impugn the uſe of it in religion. Hence 


4 ſome of thoſe, who are otherwiſe minded, affirm, 


* rational divines; although, as far as I can diſcern, 


of ſome) very undeſervedly.” Who knows not that 
the Anti-trinitarians, Arians, Socinians, and others of 
the tribe, make the ſame objection againſt the doctrine 
of the trinity of perſons in the unity of the Godhead, 
and the perſon of Chriſt God and man? which ob- 


jection and pretence the Doctor has ſo well anſwered 
in his preface, that it is 9 of a diſtinct peruſal 


by all. 


Thus we ſee with what faithfulneſs IT diligence - 
this great man employed his excellent talents for the 


ſervice of the church; he was frequently writing ſome 
book or other that might contribute to that noble defign : 
and, though it might ſeem too tedious in the hiſtory of 


his life to take notice of every one of them; yet we 


judge it very neceſſary to illuſtrate his character in giv- 


ing a particular account of thoſe which have deſervedly 
gained a great intereſt in the eſteem of learned and 
good men. Among which, we mult reckon that in- 


comparable treatiſe he -publiſhed in 1677, intituled, 
be Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith through the 
*© !mputation of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ex- 
* plained, confirmed, and vindicated j” wherein he 
bas purſued a method and defign that required a more 
than a judgment and ſkill, He tells us in the 


8 3 | preface, 


that it is caſt on them as a reproach, that they are 


(ſays he) if it be ſo, it is as Hierom was beaten by 
an angel for being a Ciceronian (in the judgment 
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preface, ce That though he has neceſſarily taken ſome 
te pains in the explication of that doctrine, which has 


0h been involved in ſo many and very intricate diſputes 
cc among men of different opinions; yet he has inſiſted 


&, chiefly on the interpretation of ſcripture-teſtimonies, 
& with the application of them to the experience of 
cc them that believe, and the ſtate of them who ſeck 
& after ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift. To declare and vin- 


6 dicate the truth to the inſtruction and edification of 


& ſuch as love it in ſincerity ; ; to extricate their minds 


£ from thoſe difficulties in that particular inſtance, 


& which ſome endeavour to caſt on all the myſteries 
of the goſpel ; to direct the conſciences of them that 
& enquire after abiding peace with God, and to eſta- 
« þliſh. the minds of them that do believe, are the 


* 


«c things herein aimed at.“ In this performance he 


has avoided the unprofitable jangling of perverſe diſ- 
putation, wherewith this doctrine of juſtification has 


been generally perplexed, and all reſlections on perſons 
that differ from him. He profeſſes to have written 
e nothing but what he believes to be true; and allo 
c that he has deſigned herein the practical direction 
of the conſciences of men in their application to 


<« God by Jeſus Chriſt, for deliverance from the curſe 
due to the apoſtate ſtate, aml peace with him, with 
e the influence that this way of juſtification has upon 


„ univerſal obedience,” Whereby he has effetually 
removed the old ſcandalous objection againſt this doc- 
trine, as if it were no friend to holineſs, and did give 


encouragement to looſe practices; which is as old as the 


delivery of it by the apoſtle Paul himſelf, and is by 


him 
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kim fully refuted. It was not poffible the real worth 
of ſo excellent a perſon ſhould be concealed ; and, in 
many inſtances, his reputation ſhone out with fuch 
uſtre as drew the admiration and reſpects of ſeveral 
perſons of honour and quality upon him, who were 
very much delighted in his converſation ; particularly 
the earl of Orrery, the earl of Angleſea, the lord Wil- 
loughby of Parham, the lord Wharton, the lord Berk - 
ley, Sir John Trevor, one of the principal ſecretaries 
of ſtate; and, which is much more, even king Charles 
himſelf, and the duke of York, paid a particular reſ- 
pect to him. When the Doctor was drinking che 


waters at Tunbridge, the duke of York being chere, 


ſent for him into his tent, and ſeveral diſcourſes paſted 
between them about the difſenters and conventicles ; 
and, after he returned to London, the king himſelf ſent 
for him, and diſcourſed with him about two hours to- 
gether ; aſſuring him of his favour and ref; pect, and 
telling him, he might have acceſs to him as he would. 
At the fame time the king was pleaſed to aſſure the 
Doctor how much he was for liberty of conſcience, 
and how ſenſible of the wrong that had been done to 

the diſſenters ; and, as a eflimony hereof, gave him a 
thouſand guineas to diſtribute among thoſe who had 
ſuffered moſt by the late ſeverities. The Doctor could 
do no leſs than thankfully accept his majeſty's genero- 
ſity, and did faithfully apply it to that purpoſe. When 
this was known, a clamour aroſe among the church- 
men, who reported he was in. penſion, to ſerve the 
papal intereſt ; but the NoQor, to wipe off this vile 
aſperſion, declares ſolemnly, in his preface to the firſt 
| | ce 4 . Part 


| part of his < Enquiry into the original of Evangelical 


* 
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“ Churches,” That never any one perſon in autho- 
Fe rity, dignity, or power, in this nation, nor any one 
te that had any relation to public affairs, nor any of 


6 the Papiſts or Proteſtants, did ever ſpeak one word 
& to him, or adviſe with him, about any indulgence 
or toleration to be granted unto Papiſts, and chal- 


60 lenges all the world to prove the contrary if they 
£ can.” The Doctor had ſome friends alſo among 
the biſhops ; particularly Dr. Wilkins, biſhop of 
Cheſter, who was very cordial in his reſpects to him, 


and Dr. Barlow, formerly his tutor, then biſhop of 
Lincoln; who yet, upon a ſpecial occaſion, failed bim 


when he might have expected the ſervice of his pro- 


5 feſſed friendſhip. The caſe was this, Mr. John Bun- 5 


yan had been confined to a goal twelve years upon an 
ex communication for nonconformity; now there was a 

law, that if any two perſons will go to the biſhop of 
the dioceſe and offer a cautionary bond, that the pri- 
ſoner ſhall conform in half a year, the biſhop may re- 


| leaſe him upon that bond: whereupon a friend of this 
poor man deſired Dr, DW EN to give him his letter to 
the biſhop in his behalf, which he readily granted. It 


was ſoon aſter the diſcovery of the Popiſh plot when 


this letter was carried to the biſhop ; wha, having read 


it, told the perſon that delivered it, That he had a 


particular kindneſs for Dr. Owen, and would deny 
him nothing he could legally do:“ Nay, (ſays he) 
eie with my ſervice tell him, I ſhall ſtrain a point to 
ie ſerve him:“ (that was his very expreſſion) “ but 
| (fs he) ⸗ this being a new thing to me, I defire a 


6“ little 


' 
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46 little time to conſider of it; and, if I can do it, you 
« may be aſſured of my readineſs.” He was waited 
upon again about fortnight after, and his anſwer was, 


That indeed he was informed he might do it; but the = | 
law providing, that in caſe the biſhop refuſed, appli- | | 


cation ſhould be made to the lord chancellor, who 
thereupon ſhould iſſue forth an order to the biſhop to 
rake the cautionary bond, and releaſe the priſoner, 
«© Now, (ſaid he) you know what a critical time this 
« is, and I have many enemies; I would deſire you 
„ to move the lord chancellor, in the caſe, and upon a 
« his order I will do it.” To which it was replied, 


poor, not able to expend ſo much money; and being 
ſatisfied he could do it legally, it was hoped his lord- _ 
ſhip would remember his promiſe, there being no 
ſtraining a point in the caſe. But he would do it up- 

on no other terms; which at laſt was done, and the 
poor man releaſed; but little thanks to the biſhop: 
notwithſtanding, the Doctor and he kept up a fami- 
liarity; and, on a time, they being together, the biſhop 
ſaid to the Doctor, What can you object againſt 
our liturgical worſhip, that I cannot anſwer ?” Upon 
which the Doctor urged this argument upon him, viz. 

A means appointed by man for the attaining an end of 

Chriſt, excluſive of the means appointed by Chriſt for 
attaining the ſame end, is unlawful : but the worſhip. 

of the lis: with all its ceremonies, is a means ap- 
pointed for an end of Chriſt, namely, the edification of 
tue church, excluſive of the means appointed by Chriſt 
for the ſame end; Ergo, | it is unlawful. The proof of 


the 
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the argument lies in Epheſ. iv. 8. 9, 10, 11, 12. & He 


a \ 


gave gifts unto men, For the perfeCting of the 


“ ſaints, for the work. of the miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt.” The biſhop anſwered, their 
<< miniſters might preach and pray.” The Doctor an- 
ſwered, The adminiſtration of the ſacraments is one 
c principal means of the -edification of the church, 


but the uſe of the liturgy is excluſive of the exerciſe 


166. of _ gifts in the adminiſtration of the Lord's ſup- 

«© per.” Upon which the biſhop made a pauſe : ſaid - 
the Doctor, Don't anſwer ſuddenly, but take time 
till our next meeting,” which never happened, 
It is not to be wondered, that a life filled up with 


ſo many labours ſhould decline under the weight of 


times confined to his bed or chamber; whereby he was 


taken off, in a great meaſure, from his miniſterial 
function, but not altogether diſabled from ſerving the 
church of God; for, whenever he was able to ſit up, 
he would be continually writing, when not prevented 
by company; and ſeveral excellent books were com- 
poſed by him, which might deſerve a particular no- 


tice in this hiſtory; but we chooſe not to ſwell it with 


ſuch accounts, and therefore refer the reader to the 


infirmities, which now began to grow upon him. 5 
few years before he died he was often ill, and ſome- 


complete catalogue of all his works at the end of this 


volume. There is one book which claims a diſtin 
regard in this place, viz. * Reise, or, A Declara- 
4 tion of the glorious Myſtery of the Perſon of Chriſt 
* God and Man,” publiſhed in 1679. The defign of 
this treatiſe is declared 3 in a large preface full of learn- 


ing, 


- 
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ing; wherein he-ſhews what oppoſition has been, in all 
ages, made to the perſon of Chriſt, by Neſtorians, 
Arians, Socinians, and others; that this doctrine is 
the rock on which the church is built, and the gates 
of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it; and, through the 


whole book, he pleads the cauſe of the glory of Chrift, 


his Deity as co-efſential and co- eternal with the Fa- 
ther; and irrefragrably proves, that divine honour and 
religious worfhip is due to him, againſt all the ſubtil 

 evaſions of that ſcheme which is in our days afreſh 
advanced to the contempt of his glorious perſon. In 
one word, there is ſuch a ſtrain of piety, and zeal, and 
learning, running through the whole, as renders it 
worthy of the molt ſerious peruſal, and will endear his 
memory to all that love cur Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. 
Before we cloſe our accqunt of his works, we cannot 
torbear taking! notice of another excellent treatiſe pub- 
liſhed by him in 1687, intitled, “ S Y Nude, 
gor, The grace and duty of being ſpiritually minded.“ 

It was Wee out of his own deep and ſpiritual 


meditations, originally deſigned for his own ute, not 


long before his death; and in it he breathes out the 
ſentiments and devotion of a mind full of heaven, and 
the glories of that better world. © He wrote it (as he 
„tells us) in a ſeaſon wherein he was every way 
unable to do any thing for the edification of others, 
& and far from expectation that he ever ſhould be 
able any more in this world.“ And, after he had 
communicated them to a private congregation, being 
convinced how neceſſary and ſeaſonable thele diſcourſes 
were to the preſent ſtate of profeſſors, their temper and 
| 8 


5 


carriage, he was induced to ſend them forth to the be- 
nefit of the church. He bewails the carnal frames 


ing evil, and calculated to promote a ſpiritual and hea- 
ans at this day, wherein this dangerous diſeaſe of 
worldly mindedneſs ſo evidently abounds. We might 


cc the Glory of Chriſt,” in two parts; which give us 


_ Chriſt, and that fervent love to Chriſt's perſon, which 
that was in a full and near view of that unveiled glory. 
after all his labours and ſufferings, enter into the joy 


apace, which obliged him to retire. into the country 
for the benefit of che air. He went to Kenſington and 


| thence to London, in the Strand two informers ſeized 
upon his coach and horſes; upon which, a mob ga- 
thered about him. The providence of God ſo ordered 
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and lives of profeſſors; and was very ſenſible, that if 
the prevalence of the world over the minds and affec- 
tions of Chriſtians, be not prevented or cured, it would 
eat out the very heart and life of true religion. This 
diſcourſe was deſigned as an antidote againſt this grow- 


venly frame in the minds of profeſſors ; and we cannot 
but recommend it to the diligent peruſal of all Chriſti- 
alſo mention with great eſteem his Meditations on 


an ample teſtimony of that pious and heavenly frame, | 
that clear and intimate knowledge of the glory of 


filled his. ſoul : there he thinks and writes like one 
Now the time drew near when he muſt die; and, 


of his Lord: his infirmities of body grew on him 


lived there ſome time: one day as he was coming from 


it, that Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey came by at that 
time, and ſeeing a mob, aſked what the matter was? 
and, being a juſtice of the peace, he ordered the in- 
formers and Dr. Owen to meet him at a juſtice of the 
peace his houſe, near Bloomſbury-Square, upon a day 

appointed, 
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appointed, and he would get ſome other of his bre- 
thren to be there to hear the cauſe. They met accord- 


mining the whole matter they found the informers had 
acted fo very illegally, that they diſcharged the Doctor, 
and ſeverely reprimanded them; after which he was 
no more difturbed by them. From Kenſington he 
went to Ealing, where he had a houſe of his own, and 
where he finiſhed his courſe. During which time, he 
employed his thoughts in the contemplation of the 
other world, as one that was drawing near to it every 
day ; which produced his © Meditations on the Glory 
« of Chriſt” before-mentioned ; in which he breathed 
out the devotion of a ſoul that was growing conti- 
*nually into the temper of the heavenly ſtate. The day 
before he died, he dictated to his wife a letter to a 
particular friend * whom he much honoured, wherein 
be thus expreſſes himſelf: © I am leaving the church 
“in a ſtorm; but, while the great Pilot is in it, the 
© loſs of a poor under-rower will be inconſiderable: 
live and pray, and hope and wait patiently, and do 
« not deſpond; the promile ſtands YO, that he 
{© will never leave us nor forſake us.” Hence we 
may obſerve, that Anthony à Wood, a bitter enemy to 
ſuch as the Doctor, had no reaſon to ſay, that he did 
very unwillingly lay down his head and die ; as if he had 
been witneſs to his laſt hours. But, it is well known, 
lis foul pen can fix no flander on fo bricht a character 
as the Doctor's. 4; 

. He 
* No. 8. To Charles Fleetwood, Eſq; which, among 
others, is annexed to this hiſtory, 


* 
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ingly, and Sir Edmund being in the chair, upon eca- 
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He died in che 61th year of his age, Aug. 24, 1682, 
185 4 remarkable for the extinction of ſo many famous 
lights for their nonconformity. He was carried from 

Ealing to the burying-ground in Bunhill-Fields, his 


; b hearſe being attended by a very great number of noble- 


mens and gentlemens coaches with ſix horſes each, and 


wany gentlemen on horſeback. He was interred in a 


new vault towards the eaſt end of that burying-place, 
with a monument of free-ſtone erected over it; having 
an epitaph engraven on it, which is added at the end 
of this hiſtory, free from the artificer's miſtakes, after 
the original copy. He left behind him a mournful 
widow, who had lived with him about ſeven years; a 
gentle woman of a conſiderable family, being the daugh- 
ter of Michel, Eſq; of Kingſton-Ruſſel, Dor- 
ſetſhire: ſhe was a perſon of very good ſenſe and judg- 
ment, truly religious, very tender and affectionate to 
the Doctor; ſhe ſurvived him many years, and was 
interred in the ſame vault which ſhe had erected for 
him. 
Thus we have 3 down the hiſtory of this great 
man to the laſt period; and every one that reads will 
ſee it is a very imperfe& account of one whoſe cha- 
racter and life was ſo full of the beſt qualifications and 
moſt uſeful ſervices; that, if we had been furniſhed 
with ſufficient materials, he would have appeared the 
brighteſt inſtance of learning and piety which many 
ayes have produced; we cannot but lament this un- 
avoidable defect at ſo great a diſtance, and ſhall content 
ourſelves to ſum up his character in miniature, the re- 
ſult of the foregoing hiſtory, 
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As to his perſon his ſtature was tall, his viſage grave 
and majeſtic, and withal comely: he had the aſpect 
and deportment of a gentleman, ſuitable to his birth. 
He had a very large capacity of mind, a ready inven- 
tion, and good judgment; a great natural wit, which 
being improved by education, rendered him a perſon 
of incomparable abilities. As to his temper he was 
very affable and courteous, familiar and ſociable; the 
meaneſt perſons found an eaſy acceſs to his converſe 
and friendſhip. He was facetious and pleaſant in his 
common diſcourſe; jeſting with his acquaintance, but 
with ſobriety and meaſure; a great maſter of his paſ- 
ſons, eſpecially that of anger: he was of a ſerene and 
cven temper, neither elated with honour, credit, friends, 
or eſtate, nor depreſt with troubles and difficulties, His 
carriage was genteel, in nothing mean : he was gene- 
rous in his favours. His great worth drew on him the 
reſpects of very conſiderable perſons, ſome of the beſt 
quality at home, and of ſtrangers from foreign parts, | 
who reſorted to him; to whom he always carried 
hiraſelf in ſo obliging a manner, that he was greatly 
valued beyond fea: for foreign divines, having read his 
Latin diſcourſes, learned Engliſh that they might have 
the benefit of his other works; and many travelled 
into England to ſee him and converſe with him: many 
alſo were the letters between him and learned perſons 
abroad, and particulary that famous gentlewoman 
Anna Maria a Schurman. It is a loſs to the public, 
much to be regretted, that none of theſe letters can 
be found; which is one great reaſon that we can fur- 
nih out fo ſmall a number of the Doctor's letters in 
this 
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this volume. He was a perſon of great naodhration 
in his judgment, of a charitable ſpirit, willing to think 


the beſt of all men as far as he could ; not cenſorious j 


a lover of piety in men of different profeſſions; not 
confining Chriſtianity within the narrow compaſs of 


any one party in the world; a ſtudier of peace, and a 


promoter of it among profeſſing Chriſtians. As for his 
learning he was one of the brighteſt ornaments of the 


univerſity ; a perfect maſter of the Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew tongues. He was a great philoſopher; and 
alſo well read in the civil law. A great hiſtorian; ha- 


ving a perfect comprehenſion of church - hiſtory in par- 
ticular. He was thoroughly verſed in all the Greek 


and Latin poets; well ſkilled in the Rabbi's, and made 

great uſe of them as there was occaſion. He was an 
excellent divine, as appears by his writings; unwearied 
he was in his ſtudies, and his proßcieney was anſw'er- 
able; his labours both in writing and preaching, and 


other ſervices peculiar to his function as a miniſter of 


the goſpel and paſtor of a church, were incredible. He 


was well ſkilled in polemical divinity, as appears in his 


learned works againſt the Papiſts, Socinians, Armi- 
nians, &c. of which we have given a true account in 


this hiſtory. He had wudied well the diſcipline and 
government of the church of Chriſt according to divine 


appointment ; and though, when he was a young man, 
he was of the Preſbyterian judgment, yet his riper 
years, and cloſer ſearch, determined his ſentiments fully 
for the congregational order; and he has written ex- 


cellently on that ſubject in two volumes in quarto. 
_ His piety and devotion was very eminent; his experi- 


mental 
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mental kndwicdde of ſpiritual things very great; as his 

diſcourſes of mortification, temptation, indwelling fin, 
communion with God, his expoſition on the 26th 
Pſalm, &c. do ſufficiently evidence. In all relations 


he behaved himſelf as a great Chriſtian, a faithful and 


loving huſband, a tender father, a good maſter, and a 


prudent governor when he was in places of honour and 
ſervice; and a very dutiful peaceable ſubject. He was 


well acquainted with men and things, and would give 
a ſhrewd gueſs at a man's temper and deſigns upon the 


firſt acquaintance. He was an excellent preacher, 
having very good elocution, graceful and affectionate. 

He could on all occaſions, on a ſudden, without any 
premeditation, expreſs himſelf well and pertinently on 
any ſubject; yet were his ſermons moſtly well ſtudied 
and digeſted ; nor did he generally uſe notes in the 
pulpit. He was indeed richly furniſhed with all the 
{ores of learning, which admirably fitted him for the 


defence of the truth againſt the moſt ſubtil adverſaries z 


and it plainly appears by his writings, that he a" 
raiſed up by divine providence to be an inſtrument of 
Gifuſing a very clear knowledge of goſpel-truths, and 


If preſerving them from the deſigns of corrupt and 


perverſe men. And, with all this prodigious: treaſure 
of human learning, there was another almoſt ſingular 


qualification in him; that he was able and ready to 
apply himſelf to all practical caſes of conſcience, and 


had a rare faculty of ſpeaking a word in ſeaſon to thoſe = 


under temptation, deſertion, and affliction. A moſt 


happy conjunction indeed of great learning and of ſpi- 


"igual experience; which. he had the wiſdom and faith- 


f fulneſs 


0 ways careful, whare the caſe — admit, to conſul 
the benefit and comfort of believers, and the advance- 
ment of the power of godlineſs: nor can we paſs over 
his admirable Chriſtian temper in managing contro- 
verſy ; for, though perſons are generally apt to be 
warm in throwing out reflections and ſarcaſms againſt 
: their adverſaries; (and this great man met with many 
provocations of this kind from his opponents) yet fo 
grave and meek a diſpoſition did he preſerve through- 
out his writings, that there has ſcarce any thing dropt 
from his pen, but what becomes the character of a ſolid 
= vie, and an excellent Chriſtian. We ſhall give one 
inſtance that may ſerve for all; which appears in his 


* anſwer to Mr. X Goodwin, eee ee : 
| 
| 


had oppoſed that great doctrine of the ſaints perſeve- 
rance, Which the church of God has always been 
tender of, as one chief argument of conifort. In. his 
preface to the heads and governors of the colleges and 
balls in Oxford, after he had given his adverſary. a 
|| great character for his parts, learning, and eloquence, 
be takes notice of his ſubtil eyaſions and ſharp in- 
} veRtives. © Fora man (lays. the Doctor) to warm 
himſelf by caſting about bis pen, until it be fo. filled 
| © with. jadignation and ſcorn as to blur every page, 


| 

; 

| e and almoſt eyery line, is a courſe that will never 

& promote the praiſe, nor adorn the truth of God; 

ber what remains concerning him, Do illi ingenium, 
Do elgquentiam & induſtriam; ſidem & veritatem 

f | Jt utinam coluiſſet.“ Such was the. character of his 


— 
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vpponent. Now fer how the Doctor treats Him in 
his anſwer, take the account in his 6wn words which 
immediately follow, viz. * The courſe and condition 
« of my procedure with him, whether it be fach ag 
ee becomes Chriffian modeſty and ſobriety, with an 
„allowance of thofe ingredients of zeal in eontend = 
ing for the truth, which in ſuch cafes the Holy 
„ Ghoſt gives a command for, is referred to the judg- 
c merit of all who are concerned, and account them 
ce felves fo, in the things of God. As to bitterneſs of } 1 
* expreſſion, perſonal reflections by application of | T3 
« ſatyrical irectives, I know nothing by myfelf, yet | | 
« dare not account that I am hereby juſtified,” } 
This is the right Chriſtian temper he has kept cee. 14 
all his writings: à very great attainment! and à vaſt 
advantage it Was to the good deſign he was carrying 
on for the glory of God, and for the intereſt of truth, | 
| holineſs and peace. 

Some farther account of his chataBier 3 wake 
may be read in the following epitaph compoſed by the | 
_ ingenious and reverend Mr. Thomas Gilbert of Ox- {4 
ford, and en greren on his tomb- ſtone. 1 


Jon Und Un F. 
Agro Oxonienſi Oriundus; 
Patre infigni Theologo Theologus lee Taſignior ; Y 
Et Seculi hujus Inſigniſſimis annumerandus: 
Communihus Humaniorum Literarum Suppetiis, - 
Menſura parum Communi, Inſtructus; 
Omnibus, quaſi bene Ordinata Ancillarum Serie, 
Ab illo J Suæ Famulari Theologiæ: 
X 2 Theologiz 


. 
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Teen Polemicæ, Practicæ, & quam vocant t Caſ uum 
(Harum enim Omnium, quæ magis Sua habenda f 
erat, ambigitur) 


in ina, Vüibus pluſquam Herculeis, e eribus 


Arminio, Socino, Cano, Venenoſa Strinxit Guttura : 


In iſta, Suo prior, ad Verbi Amuſſim, Expertus Pectore, 


Univerſam Sp. Sei. ¶ conomiam Aliis tradidit : 
Et, miſſis Czteris, Coluit Ipſe, Senſitque, 
Beatam, quam Scripſit, cum Deo Communionem : 


| In Terris Viator comprehenſori in Calis proximus: 


an Caſuum Theologia, Singulis Oraculi inſtar habitus ; 
. Quibus Opus erat, & Copia, Conſulendi : 


Scriba ad Regnum Ccelorum uſquequoque Inſtitutus; 


Multis privatos infra Parietes, a Suggeſto Pluribus, 


A Prelo Omnibus, ad eundem Scopum allingantibus, | 


Pura Doctrinæ Evangelicæ Lampas Præluxit; 
Et ſenſim, non ſine aliorum, * ſenſu, | 
Sic prælucendo Periit, RN ts 
1 Aſſiduis Infirmitatibus Obſiri, a 
Morbis Creberrimis Impetitii 
ee Laboribus potiſſimum Attriti, Corporis 
(F abricæ, donec ita Quaſſatæ, Spectabilis) Ruinas, 
Deo ultra Serviendo inhabiles, Sancta Anima, 
Deo ultra Fruendi Cupida, Deſeruit; 
Die, à Terrenis Proteſtatibus, Plurimis facto F atali ; 
Illi, 2 a Ceoeleſti Numine, Felici reddito; 


Menſis Scilicet Auguſti XXIV*, Anno 3 PartuVirgineo. 
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Doc rox to particular Friends. 


To Monſieur Do Movzux. 


e Ne x. 
SIR, og oh 
Have received your ſtrictures upon our ad 
wherein you charge it with palpable contradiction, 
Dd enthuſiaſm, and falſe doctrine ; that is, all the 
evils that can be crouded into ſuch a writing : and I 
underſtand by another letter ſince, that you have ſent 
the ſame paper to others; which is the ſole cauſe of the | 
return which I now make to you: and I beg your par- 
don in telling you, that all your inſtances are your own 
_ miſtakes, or the miſtakes of mo friend, as Xt ſhall 
briefly manifeſt to you. | 
Firſt, Vou ſay there is a plain contin eric | 
chap. 1 111, art. 6. and chap. XXX. art. 2. In the firſt 
place it is ſaid, None but the elect are redeemed ;” 
but in the other it is ſaid, << The ſacrament is a me- 
* morial-ofi the one offering of Chriſt upon the croſs 
for all.“ J do admire to- find this charged by you 
23 contradichon; for you know full well; that all 
1 Our 
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our divines who maintain that the elect only were re- 
5 deemed effectually by Chriſt, do yet grant, that Chriſt 
died for all in the ſcripture-ſenſe of the word ; that i 5 
ſome of all ſorts, and never dreamt of any contra- 
dion in their aſſertion. But your miſtake is worſe, 
for in chap, xxx. art. 2. which you refer to, there is 
not one word mentioned of Chriſt's dying for all; but 
| that the ſacrifice which he offered, was offered once 
for all; which is the expreſſion of the apoſtle, to inti. 
mate that i it was but once offered in oppoſition to the 
frequent repetitions of the ſacrifices of the Jews. And 
pray, if you go on in your tranſlation, don't fall into x 
' miſtake upon it; for, in the very cloſe of the article 
it is ſaid, * That Chriſt's only ſacrifice was a propi- 
<« tiation for the ſins of all the. ele,” The words 
you urge out of 2 Pet. ii. 1. are not in the text: they 
are by your quotation, & denied him that had redeemed 
F them;” but it is, denied the ſovereign Lord which 
had bought an hs words have my ano- 
| ther ſenſe. 
: Something you quote” out of * vi. art. 6, where 
I think you ſuppoſe we do not diſtinguiſh between the 
reatus and macula of fin : and ſo think that we grant 
the defilement of Adam's perſon, and conſequently of 
all intermediate: propagations, to be imputed unto us. 
Pray, fir, give me leave to ſay, that I cannot but think 
your mind was employed about other things, when you 
| dreamt of our being guilty of ſuch a folly and madneſs : 
neither is there any one word in the confeſſion which 
gives countenance unto it. If you would throw away 
ſo much time as to read 2 Fare of my late diſcourſe 
about 
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about juſtification; it is not unlikely but that you woilld 
{ce ſomething of the nature of the guilt of fin, and the 
imputation of it, which may give you ſatisfaction. 

In your next inſtance which you refer unto, chap. 
xix. art. 3. by ſome miſtake (there being nothing to the 
purpoſe in that place) you ſay, It is preſuppoſed that 
ſome, whe have attained age, may be elected, and yet 
have not the knowledge of: Jeſus Chriſt; which is a 
pure enthuſiaſm, and is contrary to chap. xx. art. 2. 
Why, fir! that many who are eternally elected, and 
yet for ſome ſeaſon, ſome leſs, ſome longer, do live 
without the knowledge of Chrift, until they are con- 
verted by the Word and Spirit, is not an enthuſiaſm; 


but your exception is contrary to the whole ſcripture, 1 


contrary to the experience of all days and ages, over- 
throws the work of the miniſtry, and is ſo abſurd to 
ſenſe and reaſon, and daily experience, that I_know 
not what to ſay to it; only, 1 confeſs, that if with ſome 


of the Arminians you don't believe that any are elected 


from eternity, or before they do actually believe, ſome- 
thing may be ſpoken to countenance your exception: 
but chat we cannot e for it was our deſign to 
oppoſe all their errors. - 
Your next inſtance i a Stain hr of falſe does 
trine, taken out of chap. x1; art. 1. ſpeaking, as you 
(ay, of the active obedience of Chriſt imputed. to us, 
which is conttary to art. 3. where it is ſaid, That 


| Chriſt acquits by his obedience in death, and not by 


his fulfilling of the law. Sir, you ſtill give me cauſe 
of ſome new admiration in all theſe objections, and 
tear you make uſe of ſome corrupt copy of our con- 

| 2 feſſion: 
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on: for we fay not, as you alledge, that Chrift by 
his obedience in death did acquit us, and not by his 
fulfilling of the law : but we ſay, That Chriſt by his 
obedience and death did fully diſcharge the debt of all 
thoſe who are juſtified ; which comprehends both his 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs, But you add a reaſon, 
whereby you deſign to diſprove this doQrine of ours, 
concerning the imputation of the active righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt unto our juſtification, Why, you fay, it is. 
contrary to reaſon, for that we ate freed from ſatisſy- 
ing God's juſtice, by being puniſhed by death, but not 
from the fulfilling of the law; therefore, the fulfilling 
of the law by Chriſt, is no farisfaQion for us : we are 
not freed from active obedience, but from paſlive obe- 
dience. Pray, ſir, don't miſtake, that ſuch miſtaken 
reaſonings can give us any occaſion to change our 
judgments in an article of truth of this importance. 
When you ſhall have been pleaſed to read my book of 
juſtification, and have anſwered ſolidly what I have 
written upon this ſubject, I will tell you more of my 
mind. In the mean time I tell you, we are by the 
death of Chriſt freed from all ſufferings, as they are 
purely penal, and the effects of the curſe, though they 
ſpring out of that root: only, fir, you and I know full 
well that we are not freed from pains, afflictions, and 
death itſelf ; which had never been, had they not pro- 
ceeded from the curſe of the law. And fo, fir, by the 
obedience of Chriſt we are freed from obedience to 
| the law, as to juſtification by the works thereof: we 
are no more obliged to obey the law in order to juſti- 
fication, than we are obliged to undergo the m_ 
+ of 


— 


- 


been fully debated elſewhere. 


nd it. I judge myſelf beholden to your friend for 
the advice, which I preſume he judges to be good 


comply with it; although I ſhall not reflect with any 


conceptions concerning the grace of God in Jeſus 


hear you ſay, that many, if not moſt divines will riſe 


againſt it, who have publiſhed i in print, that there were 


but two in England that was of that opinion; and 
have ſo ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed it yourſelf. How things 
are in France I know not; but at Geneva, in Holland, 


in Switzerland, and in all the Proteſtant churches of 
Germany, I do, know that this univerſal grace is ex- 
ploded. Sir, I ſhall trouble you no farther ; I pray be 


pleaſed to accept of my defire to undeceive you in 
thoſe things, wherein either a corrupt copy of our con- 


ſeflion, or the reaſonings of other men, have given you 


o many miſtaken conceptions about our confeſſion, 
I am, S1R, yours, 
J. O WEN. 


N * f . 3 4 l * . . 
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of the law to anner its curſe. But theſe things have 


In the laſt place, your friend wiſhes it cook be 
avoided and declined to ſpeak any thing about univer- 
{al grace; for that it would raiſe ſome or moſt divines 


and wholſome : but I beg your pardon that I cannot 


ſeverity upon them who are of another judgment : and 
to tell you the truth, the immethodical new method 
introduced to give countenance to univerſal grace, is, 
in my judgment, ſuited to draw us off from all due 


Chriſt, which I ſhall not now ſtay to demonſtrate; 
though I will not decline the undertaking of it, if God 


gives me ſtrength at any time, And I do wonder to 
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Bos MADAM, - | e 
Very work of God is Wy we Holy Ole in the 
E midſt of us will do no iniquity; and all things 


ſhall work together for good unto them that love him; 
even thoſe things which at preſent are not joyous but 


_ grievous : only his time is fo be waited for, and his way 


ſubmitted unto, that we ſeem not to be difpleaſed in 
our hearts, that he is Lord over us. Vour dear infant 


is in che eternal enjoyment of the fruits of all our 


prayers; for the covenant of God is ordered in all 


things, and fure: we ſhall 8⁰ to her; ſhe ſhall not re- 
turn to us. Happy ſhe was in this above us, that ſhe 


had fo ſpeedy an iſſue of fin and miſery ; being born 


only to exerciſe your faith and patience, and to glorify 


God's grace in her eternal bleſſedneſs. My trouble 
would be great on the account of my abſente at this 

time from you both, but that this allo is the Lord's 
doing; and I know my own uſeleſneſs wherever I am. 
But this I will beg of God for you both, that you may 
not faint in this day of trial; that you may have a 


cleat view of thofe ſpiritual and temporal mercies 


wherewittt you are yet intruſted, all undeſerved ; that 


ſorrow of the world may not fo overtake your hearts, 
as to diſenable to any duties, to grieve the Spirit, to 


prejudice your lives; for it tends to death. God in 
_ Chriſt 
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Chriſt will be better to you than ten children; and 

will ſo preſerve your remnant, and ſo add to them, as 

ſhall be for his glory, and your comfort: only conſider 
that ſorrow in this caſe is no duty; it is an effect of ſin, 

| whoſe cure by grace we ſhould endeavour. Shall I 
ſay be chearful? I know I may. God help you to 
honour grace and mercy in a compliance therewith, 
My heart hgh ods (dll. be for you, | 
and am | | 
lg Of a Dear Mapain, 


— 


Fa | Your moſt afleRtionate fiend, 


And 4 unworthy paſtor, 


3 OwEN. 


| vis No 3. 
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HE trouble: expreſſed in yours, is a great addi- 
tion to mine: the: ſovereignty of divine wiſdom 


and pls is all that I have at this day to retreatuntoz | 


God direct you thereunto alſo, and you will find reſt 
and peace. It adds to my trouble, that I cannot 
poſſibly come down to you this week; nothing but 
engaged duty eould keep me from you one hour: yet 
am conſeious' how- lite I can contribute to your = 
guidance in this ſtorm; or your ſatis faction. Chriſt is 
yous 
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your pilot; and however the veſſel is toſſed, whilſt he 
ſeems to ſleep, he will ariſe and rebuke theſe winds 

and waves in his own time. I have done it, and yet 
| ſhall farther wreſtle with God for you, according to 
the ſtrength he is pleaſed to communicate. Little it 
is, which at this diſtance, I can mind you of; yet 


= ſome few things are neceſſary. Sorrow not too much 


for the dead; ſhe is entered into reſt, and is taken 
away from the evil to come. Take heed, leſt by too 
much grief, you too much grieve the Holy Spirit, who 
is infinitely more to us than all natural relations. T 
blame you not that you ſo far attend to the call of 
God, in this diſpenſation, as to ſearch yourſelf, to judge 
and condemn yourſelf: grace can make it an evidence 
to you, that you ſhall not be judged or condemned of 
the Lord. I dare not ſay that this chaſtiſement was 
not needful. We are not in heavineſs unleſs need 
bez but if God be pleaſed to give you a diſcovery of 
= the wiſdom and care that is in it, and how needful it 
was to awaken and reſtore your ſoul in any thing, 


perhaps in many things, in due time you will ſee grace 


and love in it alſo, I verily believe God expects, in 
this dealing with you, that you ſhould judge yourſelf, 
pvpour ſins, and your decays; but he would not have 
© you miſ judge your condition. But we are like fro- 
ward children, who, when they are rebuked and cor- 
trected, neglect other things, and only cry, that their 
paarents hate and reject them. Tou are apt to fear, to 
= think. and ſay, that you are one whom God regards 
not, who are none of his, and that for ſundry. reaſons 


which you ſuppoſe you can plead ; but, faith God, this 


. " 
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is not the buſineſs, this is a part of your frowardneſs ; 
call you to quicken your grace, to amend your own 
ways, and you think you have nothing to do, but to 
queſtion my love. Pray, madam, my dear ſiſter, child, 
and care, beware you loſe not the advantage of this 
diſpenfation; you will do fo, if you uſe it only to 
afflictive ſorrows, or queſtioning of the love of God, 
or your intereſt in Chriſt, The time will be ſpent in 
theſe things, which ſhould: be taken up in earneſt en- 
deavours after a compliance with God's will, quicken- 
ings of grace, returns after backſliding, mortification 
of ſin and love of the world, until the ſenſe of it do 
paſs away. Labour vigorouſly to bring your ſoul to 
this two- fold reſolution.  (1.) That the will of God 
is the beſt rule for all things, and their circumſtances, 
(2.) That you will bring yourſelf into a freſh engage- 
ment to live more to Mews. and you will find the 
remainder of your work eaſy; for it is a part of the 
yoke of Chriſt. I ſhall trouble you no farther, but 
only to give you the aſſurance that you are in my heart 
continually, which is nothing; but it helps to per- 
ſuade me that you are in the heart of W which | 
© all, $7 

1 an, 


gf Doan Mapan, l 
Lour very affectionate ſervant, 


Ta 
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To 0 his ebe Wha: he was ſick at the 


Lord N J in the. n 


1 ne Nos 
| Buovad | in the x NE Ot} £6 | 
| Ercy, grace, and peace be b to you 
from God our Father, and from our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, by the communication of the Holy Ghoſt, 
I thought and hoped that by this time I might have 

been preſent with you, according to my defire and re- 
| ſolution; but it has pleaſed our holy; gracious Father 


otherwiſe to diſpoſe of me, at leaſt, for a ſeaſon. The 
continuance of my painful infirmities, and the in- 


creaſe of my weakneſſes, will not allow me atpreſent 


to hope, that 1 ſhould be able to bear the journey. 
How great an exerciſe this is to me, eanfidering the 
ſeaſon, he knows, to whoſe will I would in all things 


| thearfully ſubmit myſelf. But although Þ am abſent | 


from you in body, I am in mind, affection, and ſpirit, 
preſent with you, and in your aſſemhlies; for I hope 


you will be found my crown and rejoicing in the day 


of the Lord: and my prayer for you, night and day, is, 
that you may ſtand faſt in the whole will of God, and 


maintain the beginning of your confidence without 


wavering, firm unto the end. I know it is needleſs 


for me, at this diſtance, to write to you about what 


concerns you in point of duty at this ſeaſon; that work 
being 
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being well ſupplied by my brother in the alley: you | | 
will give me leave, out of my abundant affections to- 
wards you, to. bring ſome few things to your remem- / 
brance, as my weakneſs will permit. 


In the firſt place, I pray God, it may be ond ta | 


fixed i in our minds, that the ſhame and loſs we may 
undergo, for the ſake of Chriſt, and the profeſſion of 
the goſpel, is the greateſt honour which in this life 


we can be made partakers of: ſo it was eſteemed by 


the apoſtles ; they rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name's fake: it is a 
- privilege ſuperadded to the grace of faith, which all 
are not made partakers of. Hence it is reckoned to 
dme Philippians ina peculiar manner, that it was given 
to them, not only to believe in Chriſt, but alſo to 
ſuffer for him; that it is far more honourable to ſuffer 
with Chriſt, than to reign with the greateſt of his 
enemies: if this be fixed by faith in our minds, it will 
tend greatly to our encouragement. I mention theſe 
tings only, as knowing that my are more at large 
preſſed on you. 

T be next thing I would recommend to you at this 


ſeaſon, is, the increaſe of mutual love among your- | 


ſelves ; for every trial of our faith towards our Lord 
Telus Chriſt, is alſo a trial of our love towards the 


MM brethren. This is that which the Lord Chriſt expects 


from us, namely, That when the hatred of the world 
doth openly manifeſt and act itſelf againſt us all, we 
mould evidence an active love among ourſelves, If 
there have. been any decays, any coldneſs herein, if 
they are not recovered and healed in ſuch à ſeaſon, it 
Can 
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3% can never be expected. I pray God therefore, that | 
| your mutual love may abound more and more in all 


the effects and fruits of it towards the whole ſociety, 
and every member thereof. You may juſtly meaſure 


| the fruit of your preſent trial by the increaſe of this 


grace among you: in particular, have a due regard to | 
the weak and the tempted ; that that which is lame 


may not be turned © out of the my but rather let it 


be healed. 


F urthermore, WIT 1 beſeech you, 1 a word 


| of advice in caſe the perſecution increaſes, which it is 
like to do for a ſeaſon. I could wiſh, that, becauſe you 

| have no ruling elders, and your teachers cannot walk 

about publickly with ſafety; that you would appoint 

ſome among yourſelves, who may. continually, as their 
occaſions will admit, go up and down, from houſe to 


Houle, and apply/themſelves peculiarly to the weak, 


the tempted, the fearful, thoſe that are ready to de- 


ſpond or to halt, and to encourage them in the Lord, 
Chuſe out thoſe to this end who are endued with a 


ſpirit of courage and fortitude ; and let them know 


that they are happy whom Chriſt will honour with 


this bleſſed work: and I deſire the perſons may be of 


this number who are faithful men, and know the fate 
of the church: by this means you will know what is 
the frame of the members of the church, which will 
be a great direction to you, even in your prayers. 
Watch now, brethren, that, if it be the will of God, 

not one ſoul may be loſt from under you care; let no 
one be overlooked or neglected ; conſider all their con- 


N ditions, and apply yourſelves to all their circumſtances. 


F at 
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Finally, brethren, that I be not at preſent farther 


troubleſome to you, examine yourſelves, .as..to your. 


ſpiritual benefit which you have received, or do receive, 


by your . preſent fears and dangers ; ; which will alone 


give you the true meaſure of your condition : for if this 
tends to the exerciſe of your faith, and love, and ho- 
lineſs; if this increaſes your valuation of the privi- 


 leges of the goſpel; it will be an undoubted token of 


the bleſſed iſſue which the Lord Chriſt will give unto 
your troubles. Pray for me as you do; and do it the 


rather, that, if it be the will of God, I may be reſtored | 


to vou; and if not, that a bleſſed entrance may be 
given to me into the kingdom of God and glory. 
Salute all the church in my name. I take the bold 
neſs in the Lord to ſubſcribe e 


N . 


oy Your unwor by n 4 


And | your ſervant for Teſs fake, | 


1. Owens, 


F. 8.1 wunde gente you ei. in your prayers, 


remember the family where T am, from whom IT 
| have received, and do receive, great Chriſtian kind- 


neſs. I may fay as the apoſtle of Oneſiphorus, 
The Lord give to them, that they may find 


** mercy of the Lord in that day ; for * have 


7 often refreſhed me in my great diſtreſs.” 
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Nos. 
ass 81 R, ſhe 
Received yours, and am 9 to hows of your wel. 
fare. There is more than ordinary mercy in every 
3 preſervation. My wife, I bleſs God, is much 
Tevived, fo that I do not deſpair of her recovery : but 
for myſelf, I have been under the power of various 
diſtempers for fourteen days paſt, and do yet ſo con- 
tinue. God is faſtening his inſtruction concerning the 
approach of that ſeaſon, wherein I muſt lay down this 
tabernacle, I think my mind has been too much in- 
tent upon ſome things, which I looked on as ſervices 
for the church ; but God will have us know, that he 


has no need of mo nor them, and is therefore calling 


me off from them. Help me with your prayers, that 
I may; through the riches of his grace in Chriſt, be in 
ſome meaſure ready for my account. The truth is, 
we cannot ſee * latter rain in its ane as we A 


411 
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- withering ſouls, is the beſt relief. I begin to fear that 


we ſhall die in this, wilderneſs; yet ought we to 


labour and pray continuall y,. that the heavens would 
drop down from above, and the ſkies pour down righ- 


teouſneſs; that the earth may open and bring forth 
Glration, and that righteouſneſs may ſpring up toge- 


cher. If ever I return to you in this world, I beſecch 


you - 


"= |; 
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you to contend yet more. earneſtly than ever 1 have 
done with God, with my own heart, with the church, 


to labour after ſpiritual reviyals. Our affe&ionate | | 


| ſervice to your Lady, and to all your family that are 
of the houſhold of God. | 


5 am, 
Deareſt 81 R, 1 
Yours moſt affeclionately whilft I live, | 
Statham July 8. | RS: 7. 


—— 4 _ 


To ChARLES FLEETWOOD, Eſq; 


Ne 6. 
Dran BIR. 0 
H E bearer has Raid Jong enough with us to 

1 fave you the trouble of reading an account of 

me in my own ſcribbling: a longer ſtay I could not 
prevail with him for, though his company was a great 
refreſhment to me. Both you, and your whole family, 
in all their occaſions and circumſtances, are daily in 
my thoughts ; and, when J am enabled to pray, I 
make mention of you all without ceaſing, I find 


you and I are much in complaining: for my part I | 


muſt ſay, and is there not a cauſe ? So much deadneſs; 
ſo much unſpirituality; ſo much weakneſs in faith; 
coldneſs in love; inſtability in holy meditations, as. 1 
find in myſelf, are cauſe ſufficient of complaints : but 
is there not cauſe alſo of thankſgiving, and joy in the 
g 2 Lord? 
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Lord? Are there not reaſons for them ? When I begin 
to think of them, I am overwhelmed ; they are great, 
they are glorious, they are inexpreſſible. Shall I now 
invite you to this great duty of rejoicing more in the 
Lord? Pray for me that J may do fo; for the near 
approach of my diſſolution calls for it We e my 
beart has done with this world, even in the beſt and 
| | moſt defireable of its- refreſhments : if the joy of the 
Lord be not now ſtrength unto it, it will fail, But 
I muſt have done. Unleſs God be pleaſed to affect 
ſome perſon, or perſons, with a deep ſenſe of our de- 
_ clining condition, of the temptations and dangers of 
the day ; filling them with compaſſion for the ſouls of 
men, making them fervent in ſpirit in their work, it 
| | will go but ill with us. It may be theſe thaughts 
| | ſpring from cauſeleſs fears; it may be none amongſt 
As has an evil, a barren heart but myſelf: but bear 
| with me in this my folly ; I cannot lay down theſe 
thoughts until I die; nor do I mention them at pre- 
ſent, as though I ſhould not eſteem it a great mercy to 
"have: fo-able 2 ſupply as Mr. C. but I am groaning 
after deliverance; and being near the centre, do hope 
| | IT feel the drawing of the love of Chriſt with more 
| |  -earneftneſs than formerly: but my naughty heart is 
' | backward in theſe compliances. My affectionate ſer- 
|, vice to Sir John Hartopp, and his lady; and to the reſt 
of Tour Sandy, when God ſhall return them unto 250 


1 „ 15 lam, dear 81a, 
| Yours moſt affectionatel yin everlaſting bonds, 
J. Owrx. 
Te 
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To us Reverend Mr. RoperT AsTY of {| 
Norwich. 


Dzan SIR, | | 33 
Received yours by Mr. B. to whom I ſhall commit 
this return, and hope it will come ſafely to your 
N for although I can acknowledge nothing of 
| what you are pleaſed out of your love to aſcribe unto 
me; yet! ſhall be always ready to give you my thoughts | 
in the way of brotherly advice, whenever you ſhall 
ſtand in need of it: and, at preſent, as things are cir- 
cumſtanced, I do not ſee how you can wave or decline 
2 his of the church, either in conſcience or reputa- 
tion. For to begin with the latter; ſhould you do 
55 upon the moſt Chriſtian and cogent grounds in your 
own apprehenſions; yet wrong interpretations will be 
put upon it, and ſo far, as it is poſſible, we ought to 
keep ourſelves, not only extra noxam, but ſuſpicionem 
alſo. But the point of conſcience is of more moment: 
all chings concurring; the Providence of God in bring- 
ing you to that place; the judgment of the church on ; 
your gifts and grace for their edification and example; TR 
the joint conſent of the body of the congregation in 1 
your call; with preſent circumſtances of a ſingular op- | 
portunity or preaching the word; I confeſs, at this | 
viltance, I ſee not how you can diſcharge that duty 4 
you owe to Jeſus Chriſt (whoſe you are, and not your | 
own, q, 
| 
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| weak infirm condition. | 
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own, and muſt rejoice to be, what he will have you 
dd de, de it more or leſs) in ri refuſing a compliance un- 


to theſe manifeſt indications of his pleaſure ;, only re- 


member, that you fit down and count what it will coſt 
you, which I know you will not be diſcouraged by 


for the daily exerciſe of grace, and learning of wiſdom, 
ſhould not be grievous unto us, though ſome of their 


occafions may be irkſome. For the latter part of your 


letter, I know no difference between a paſtor and a 
teacher, but what follows their different gifts; the 


office is abſolutely the ſame in both; the power the 


fame; the right to the adminiſtration of all ordinances 
every way the ſame; and at that great church at 

Boſton, in New-England, the teacher was always the 
principal perſon; ſo were Mr Cotton and Mr. Norton: 


where gifts make a difference, there is a difference; 
otherwiſe there is none, I pray God guide you in this 
great affair; and 1 beg your prayers vg FE in my 


2 am, 
Your affeAionate friend af brother, 


"London, March 6. JI. Own: 


N.B. We may le the concurrent „ee of thoſe 
two great divines, Dr. Owen, and Dr. Goodwin, 
about the equal authority and power of a paſtor and 
a teacher in a church; as appears by two letters of 
Dr, Goodwin to the ſame perſon, upon this ſubject, 
printed at the end of the fourth volume of his works. 
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To CuarLes FLEETwooD, Eſq; 


No 8. 

Dian 91 R. ; . 
1 I am not able to write newt my-= 
ſelf, yet am very deſirous to ſpeak' one ward 
more to you in this world, and do it by the hand of 
my wife. The continuance of your entire kindneſs, 
| knowing what it is accompanied withal, is not auly 
greatly valued: by me, but will be a refreſhment to 
me, as it is even in my dying hour. I am going to 
him whom my foul has loved, or rather, who has 
loved me with. an-everlaſting love; which is the whole 
ground of all my conſolation. The paſſage is very irk- 
ſome and weariſome, through firong pains of various 
ſorts, which are all iflued in an intermitting fever. AN 
things were provided to carry me to London to-day, 
acconliie to the advice of my phyſician; but we are 
all diſappointed by my utter diſability to undertake the 
journey, I am leaving the ſhip of the church in a 
ſtorm; but, while the great Pilot is in it, the loſs of 
1 poor under-rower will be inconſiderable: live and 
pray, and hope and wait patiently, and do not de- 
ſpond the promiſe ſtands invincible, that he will never 
leave us nor forſake us. I am greatly afflicted at the 
diſtempers of your dear lady. The good Lord ſtand 
by her, and ſupport and deliver her. My affectionate 
. ee ſpects 
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reſpects to her, and the reſt of your relations, who 
are ſo dear to me in the Lord. Remember you 

dying friend with all fervency. I reſt upon it that 
vou do ſo, and am 


Yours entire! y. 


Auguſt 225 1683. 1 3 Ownn, 


N. B. The Doftor died Auguſt => ; q 


